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Derry Presbyterian Church, Hershey, Pa. The remaining portion 
of the original structure, built in 1732, has been placed under 
glass to preserve it. 











The Lord’s Prayer for Children 


By E. Margaret Clarkson 


13. AND Foraive Us Our DEBTS, AS 
WE Foreive Our DeEsBTorS 


66 HAT are ‘debtors’?” asked Miss 

W MacDonald, as the children took 
their Testaments out next morning. 

No one seemed perfectly sure. So 
Miss MacDonald asked, “Well, what are 
debts?” 

“They are something that we owe 
to someone,” said Robbie. “Usually 
money.” 

“Good. And a debtor is a person 
who, Owes a debt. You borrow five 
dollars from Dad, then the five dollars 
is the debt you owe, and you are Dad’s 
debtor until you pay it back. Now, is 
money the only kind of debt a person 
can owe?” 

The children thought a minute or 
two. No one was very sure. 

“Suppose that someone does you a 
great kindness,” suggested Miss Mac- 
Donald. “What would you owe him 
in return?” 

“Thanks,” returned Mary. 

“Then would it be right to say that 
you were debtor to the person who had 
done you that kindness?” queried Miss 
MacDonald. 

The children nodded. They hadn’t 
thought of it before, but they could see 
now that there were other kinds of debts 
besides money debts. 

“Now our prayer asks God to forgive 
us our debts,” went on the teacher. 
“Does that mean that we owe Him 
money?” 

“No-o-o,” began the children. They 
realized that it didn’t mean that, but 
they weren’t at all sure what it did 
mean. 

“Then what do we owe. God, from 
which we need His forgiveness?” Miss 
MacDonald inquired. 

“We need forgiveness from sin,” be- 
gan Carol slowly. “Is sin a debt?” 

“Yes, Carol, sin is our debt to God,” 
replied Miss MacDonald, “and it is a 
debt that we can never, never hope to 
pay. There is sin in every one of our 
hearts, and try as we will, we can never 
get free of it. God has commanded us 
to do certain things—to love Him with 
all our hearts, to obey His laws, to be 
pure and holy—and although we may 
try with all our might, we can never 
perfectly do those things He asks of us. 
We continually fail to keep His stand- 
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ards of right and wrong. And that’s 
not the worst of it, either. When we 
do try, we find that we can’t keep His 
laws; but what is worse, we don’t al- 
ways try. Sometimes we just don’t 
try at all—we do wrong because we 
want to do wrong. How many know 
what I mean?” 

Every hand in the room went up, a 
little slowly-and in rather a shamefaced 
manner. But when the children looked 
at the teacher, they saw that she had 
raised her hand, too. 

“We're all the same, children,” she 
told them. “Children or grown-ups, 
neither can please God, nor do we al- 
ways want to please Him. We know 
what is right, and we choose to do what 
is wrong. As the Bible says, instead of 
wanting God’s way, ‘we have turned 
every one to his own way.’ So we all 
—every one of us—are debtors. We 
owe God a great debt because of our 
sin and guilt.” 

“Didn’t Jesus die to forgive us our 

(Continued on page 418) 














Is the Love of Money the 
Root of All Evil? 


Just how should we take 1 Timothy 
6:10,.“For the love of money is the 
root of all evil.” We see other evils 
around us beside the love of money. 
One of the greatest of all evils is 
sexual lust and this has nothing to do 
with profit, usually. So how explain 
this passage, or is it merely a part of 
the preceding verses? 


Ellicott’s Commentary on the Whole 
Bible has an excellent note on 1 Tim- 
othy 6:10. It reads: 

“For the love of money is the root 
of all evil.".—Some would water down 
this strong expression by translating 
the Greek words by “a root of all 
evil,” instead of “the root,” making 
this alteration on the ground of the 
article not being prefixed to the Greek 
word rendered “root.” This change, 
however, grammatically is unneces- 
sary, as the article disappears before 
the predicate, in accordance with the 
well-known rule respecting subject 
and predicate. 

St. Paul had just written (v. 9) of 
men being plunged into destruction 
and perdition—the awful consequence 
of yielding ,to those lusts into which 
the fatal love of riches had guided 
them; he now sums up the teaching 
contained in these words by pithily 
remarking, “Yes, for the love of 
money is the root of all evil,” mean- 
ing thereby, not that every evil neces- 
sarily must come from “love of 
money,” but that there is no conceiv- 
able evil which can happen to the 
sons and daughters of men which may 
not spring from covetousness—a love 
of gold and wealth ... The man 
coveting gold longs for opportunity 
in which his covetousness (love of 
money) may find a field for exercise. 
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The Mysterious Number of Man 


This is not an attempt to label any individual with 
the strange “number of a man” mentioned in the Book 
of Revelation. Chapter 13:18 reads: “Here is wisdom. 
Let him that hath understanding count the number of the 
beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is 
Six hundred threescore and six.” Two chapters farther 
on John said: “And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled 
with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the 
beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over 
the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having 
the harps of God.” It may not be possible on this earth 
fully to understand the meaning of the number; but there 
is a fact in mathematics that many will remember and 
that illustrates a universal fact of human nature of which 
this number is suggestive. In problems of division, where 
decimals are used, a quotient may be obtained which is 
called a repeating decimal. For example, if you divide 
3 into 20, and use decimals, you will get 6.666... , and 
this will never stop unless you arbitrarily put an end to it. 
It will never reach seven. “Seven denotes spiritual perfec- 
tion. It is the number or hall-mark of the Holy Spirit’s 
work. He is the author of God’s Word,: and seven is 
stamped on it as the watermark is seen in the manufacture 
of paper. He is the author and giver of life” (Companion 


Bible). If this is not the basic meaning of the number 
given to man in John’s vision, at least it is interesting 
that there is an infinite distance between his number and 
that of divine perfection. The troublesome repetition of 
six hundred sixty-six is symbolic of man’s never-ending 
but hopeless efforts to perfect himself. There are some who 
are indifferent as to whether they have enough merit to 
enter Heaven, because of unbelief in a future life; there 
are many who are self-satisfied, believing that they are “no 
worse than other men,” and that God “will be fair to them 
in the end,” forgetting that a wholly perfect life from this 
point on (which is impossible) could not atone for the 
mountain of past sins; there are a few who have a vague 
conviction of sin and a continual gnawing of unrest in 
the heart, who would like to have peace of mind, but who 
do not know of, or will not accept God’s way of salva- 
tion through faith in His Son. John saw those who “had 
gotten the victory over the beast . . . and over the number 
of his name.” How did they put a full stop to this tire- 
some repeating decimal of human nature, and attain to 
divine perfection? There is only one way to bridge that 
gap: ““And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, 
and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not 
their lives unto the death” (Rev. 12:11). 





Steps Into Blessing 


By J. Stuart Holden, D.D. 


ises become practical realities. Let us 


penalty; it is the victorious outflow of 
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can redeem us, is also the only 

one who can master us. He is the 
only one whose control of our lives 
can result in a holiness that shall be a 
true witness to Him before men. Just 
as a commercial traveler goes about 
the country and places before pros- 
pective customers samples of what his 
firm can supply, so Christians are di- 
vine samples, and men are looking at 
our lives and not merely judging us, but 
judging the power by which we profess 
to live our Christian lives. 

There are many professing Christians 
who aré willing to accept Christ’s gifts 
apart from His government. I would 
Temind you that these two are indis- 
Solubly linked together. We cannot 
know the fullness of Christ’s love and 
Power on any other terms than those of 
absolute submission to His government. 
It is when Christ is the center of our 
lives that all those gifts that He prom- 


ey who is the only one who 


examine ourselves simply and honestly 
in the sight of God and see what po- 
sition Christ occupies in our lives. Do 
we regard Him merely as the source of 
all spiritual gifts, or do we regard Him 
as the sovereign of our lives, as one 
whose rule is unquestioned, and whose 
law is the great principle that governs 
us? In other words, is Christ more 
than our Saviour? Is He absolute 
sovereign? 

There is one great question that must 
be dealt with, and that is the question 
of past sin. In that wonderful tenth 
chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
we read, “Their sins and iniquities will 
I remember no more.” By the grace 
and power of God, past sin is no dis- 
ability to present and future holiness. 
It is ho bar to our entering into the 
fullest possible enjoyment of the power 
of the indwelling Christ. Forgiveness 
is far more than the mere remission of 


the love of God toward those who have 
sinned against Him. Forgiveness means 
restoration of fellowship and renewal 
of opportunity. Such a life of holiness 
is God’s will for us, and because it is 
the will of God for us, it is binding 
upon us. ‘ 

First, I ought; second, I can; third, I 
must. Study that word “ought” es- 
pecially as we see it in the first Epistle 
of John. It will give you a full picture 
of what the life of holiness really means. 
I ought and therefore I can, for all 
God’s commands are enablings. And 
because I can, therefore I must. This 
is not something that we may choose 
in the manner in which an athlete en- 
ters a race to win a prize, or a student 
pursues a certain kind of study. It is 
absolutely binding upon us to be holy, 
even as our Father is holy. It is in- 
cumbent upon us to rise to our high 


(Continued on page 416) 
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THE TIMES News Report 


@ VIENNA, AUSTRIA.—Two Protestant church 
leaders in Czechoslovakia have left for a month's 
tour of Africa to explain the Communist “peace 
movement” to Protestant and Eastern Orthodox 
churches there, Prague Radio reported. The pair 
were identified as leaders in the Lutheran Church 
in Slovakia and the Church of Czech Brethren. 
The station quoted one as saying he would invite 
the African churches to send delegates to the 
Communist-supported All-Christian Peace Con- 
gress to take place at Prague in June. 


@ DALLAS, TEXAS.—Meeting here for its an- 
nual General Assembly, the Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S. (Southern) rejected a report urging 
abandonment of capital punishment. Dr. Wal- 
lace M. Allston ruled that the Westminster Con- 
fession allowed for capital punishment. Though 
his ruling was challenged from the floor, it was 
overwhelmingly upheld by the commissioners 
(delegates). 


@ SIMCOE, ONTARIO.—Christian Reformed 
churches in eastern Ontario have requested that 
the death penalty for murder be retained in 
Canada. A committee's letter to the prime min- 
ister’ said that the Bible specifies death as the 
punishment for murder. 


@ BUCK HILL FALLS, PA.—The U. S. Conference 
for the World Council of Churches has announced 
that the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox 
Church has applied for membership in the World 
Council. While recognizing the problems in- 
volved, a spokesman said, “It is a good thing 
that the Holy Orthodox Church of Russia has 
applied for membership in the World Council of 
Churches, and | trust that its application will 
command a solid affirmative vote.” The Russian 
Church is a strong supporter of the Communist 
state. It is said to have castigated the U. S. as 
“fornicatrix of the resurrected Babylon” and the 
“Washington Cain.” The Moscow Patriarch has 
reputedly said, “The great blasphemy from the 
Christian point of view is the fact that these 
[American] people call themselves Christians.” 


@ WASHINGTON, D. C.—President Kennedy 
has. sent.to the Senate for confirmation the nomi- 
nation of James W. Wine to be U. S. Ambassador 
to Luxembourg. Mr. Wine was formerly associate 
general secretary for interpretation of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. He resigned that 
post in August 1960 to join Mr. Kennedy’s cam- 
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paign staff. His particular assignment was to 
answer questions on Mr. Kennedy’s stand on 
church-state issues. 


@ BUCK HILL FALLS, PA.—The Rev. E. A. 
Adeolu Adegbola, principa! of the Methodist 
Layman’s Training Institute at Shagamu, Nigeria, 
warned the U. S. Conference for the World 
Council of Churches that identification of Christi. 
anity with western culture poses critical problems 
for the spread of the faith in Africa. “The church 
in Africa,” he said, “is confronted with the task 
of discovering how the Gospel can be proclaimed 
in such a way as to present it not simply as an 
ingredient of a fcreign civilization which a man 
may or may not adopt for himself, but as the 
Word of God, the word which demands a ver- 
dict, a Yes or No from man to God.” 


@ An effort to reach educated Latin Americans 
with the Gospel through the quarterly magazine 
CERTEZA is producing results. Recent letters 
received at the office in Cordoba, Argentina, tell 
of the way in which evangelists, missionaries, 
youth leaders, and others are using the magazine 
with success in soul-winning. The quarterly is 
published by the International Fellowship of 
Evangelical Students.—A. Clifford. 


@ PITTSBURGH, PA.—Addressing the , 21st 
National Conference on Church Architecture, the 
Rev. Dr. Theophilus M. Taylor, professor of New 
Testament at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, 
and himself a graduate architect, criticized Prot- 
estant and Roman Catholic church buildings 
equally, but for different reasons: the Roman 
Catholic for holding to traditional forms and 
the Protestant for “going berserk.” 


PHILADELPHIA.—A cancer authority said here 
that if cigarette smoking were stopped, the death 
rate from lung cancer could be reduced by more 
than 60 per cent, “a saving of at least 20,000 
lives a year.” Dr. Michael Shimkin, associate 
director of field studies, National Cancer Institute, 
told a meeting of the American College of Sur- 
geons that studies by medical experts had con- 
cluded that smoking is a cause of lung cancer. 
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Dr. Arthur Glasser: The Crisis in World Mis- 
sions 5. Bitter Lessons From China 
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The American Dilemma 


Evangelist Billy Graham has rightly stated “that the time 
has come for the United States to show some aggressive 
resistance against Communism.” All informed people of 
the “free world” are concerned as they view the progress of 
creeping Communism around the world. What can be done? 
What should: be done? 

It must be recognized that the United States is bound by 
treaty agreements such as the covenant of the United Na- 
tions whereby those subscribing to that covenant have agreed 
to settle their disputes by arbitration. This promise is an 
obligation even if it is admitted that most often the United 
Nations is little better than “a debating society of uncertain 
importance.” Or again Article I of the Pan-American Con- 
vention of 1928, of which the United States is a signatory, 
binds all such signatories to “use all the means at their dis- 
posal to prevent the inhabitants of her territory, nationals or 
aliens, from participating in, gathering elements, crossing 
the boundary, or sailing from their territory for the purpose 
of starting or promoting civil strife.” By our own admission 
it appears that the United States by indirect participation 
in the recent abortive Cuban invasion has at least in spirit 
violated these agreements. 

The London Sunday Telegraph has observed: “In the cold 
war the West, and in particular America, fights with one 
hand behind its back. It is restrained by conscience from 
employing its full strength.” All the while the Communist 
world continues unhampered by any considerations of truth, 
righteousness, or the morality of treaty obligations. This 


is the dilemma we face. Are we to abandon our-stand for 
international law and order? Dare we make “a scrap of 
paper” of our international agreements? Are we to take 
the position that under some circumstances might becomes 
right or that two wrongs, the unquestioned wrong of Russia 
countered by the violation of its treaty obligations by the 
United States, would make a right? Dare we take the posi- 
tion that we shall abide by our covenants, we shall live 
according to the accepted laws of international justice and 
leave the consequences to God, the God in whom we nation- 
ally profess to believe as we confess ourselves to be “one 
nation under God”? Is it possible to take such a high road 
in the face of the international jungle, full of the wild 
beasts that confront us? Or might world conditions become 
so desperate that we are forced to conclude that what was 
valid for 1928 is not valid for today, and that we must 
therefore repudiate officially certain treaties so as to confront 
Communism unhampered, with all our strength? 

THE SuNDAY ScHOOL. Times, in making these comments, 
is passing judgment on no one, but is endeavoring to high- 
light the profound and disturbing issues that confront us 
in the western world as we face the horrifying menace of 
international Communism, with its utter lack of moral 
responsibility. In the light of these almost unsolvable 
international problems, surely God’s people should pray as 
never before that God may show to our national leaders 
His way out of this dilemma, God’s way of truth and 
righteousness, which is God’s way of victory. 





Wilbur M. Smith’s SURVEY 








UNDERMINING RUSSIAN CHURCHES.—A significant and sad cablegram to The New 
York Times from Leningrad, dated March 25, is given the revealing heading, “Soviet Whit- 
tling at the Roots of 20 Churches in Leningrad.” The author of this cablegram says that no- 
where else in the Soviet Union is there such a notable competition for the spiritual loyalties 
of Russian citizens as in Leningrad, the city where the Bolshevik banner was first raised, but 
also the city of tradition and of magnificent Orthodox churches, built during the reign of 
the Czars. Now in the forty-third year of Communist rule, the Soviet authorities have 
concluded that they. must intensify their bitter program of atheistic education. “Religion ap- 
pears to be losing ground gradually, especially among the young in this city of 3,300,000 
population, but not fast enough to suit the Communist party. The faithful still flock to 
the sixteen Russian Orthodox churches, one Roman Catholic church, one Baptist church, one 
synagogue and one Moslem mosque tolerated by the Leningrad City Soviet. On religious 
holidays, the congregations overflow the churches. The worshipers largely are older people, 
mainly women. They bring hundreds of children to be baptized. But few of the grown 
children consent to being confirmed in the churches. The Communist campaign against 
religion is a subtle one, based largely on propaganda. There is no visible direct repression 
of the surviving churches. The restrictive practices whittle at the roots. The churches are 
not permitted to give religious instruction to children below the age of 16. In the Soviet 
schools, the children not only are taught atheism, but grasp that opportunities are restricted 
for those who cling to ‘the old superstitions.’ ” 
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The Crtsts in ¥ orld Musstons 


By Arthur F. Glasser, D.D. 


Director for North America 
China Inland Mission 





4. Christian Witness in Communist China 


Il. SprRrruAL VULNERABILITY 


E TOLERATED areas of weak- 

ness in our hearts. Reviewing the 

crisis that came to the Church 
over the vigorous testimony of Wang 
Ming-tao, one is appalled at the theo- 
logically conservative leaders who 
joined with the Liberals in crying for 
his blood. Why did this happen? What 
made his former associates in the min- 
istry turn on him? What means did 
the Communists use to recruit their sup- 
port? What vulnerable areas did they 
uncover in the lives of men who had 
earlier been so strong for Christ and 
His Word? The accumulated evidence 
points to four main areas. 

1. Pull of Family—Many Christians 
were willing to pay any price to remain 
true to their Lord. Some, however, 
found the price too high when their 
family was involved. They became 
tolerant toward compromise when it 
cropped up in the lives of their loved 
‘ ones. The fear that one’s stand might 
cause his beloved wife or children to 
suffer has broken some. Others col- 
lapsed through being ambitious for their 
ehildren “in this world.” Rev. Marcus 
Cheng, a prominent Evangelical, is a 
case in point. Observers feel that his 
son’s interest in Communism made this 
indulgent father ambitious that he ad- 
vance in the new state. We cannot be 
sure, but the fact remains that he be- 
came a willing helper in the state pro- 
gram to suppress Evangelical opposition 
to the state church. 


2. Pull of Nationalism.—Nationalism 
has been described as “the one sin 
Christians never confess.” Few Chris- 
tians appear to get to the place the 
Apostle Paul attained where they are 
willing to die to their national and cul- 
tural origins that they might win others 
to Christ (see 1 Cor. 9:20-22). We can 
all manifest great blindness when it 
comes to distinguishing between the 
claims of Caesar and the claims of 
Christ. The Communists have discov- 
ered this. In the USSR they failed to 
destroy the Church through physical 
force or persuasive propaganda. But 
when the war situation grew desperate 
in 1941, and when Stalin frantically. 
sought a means whereby he could rally 
the spirit of the masses (who were not 
interested in fighting for the survival 
of Communism), he turned to the Ortho- 
dox Church to call them to a “holy 
war to protect Mother Russia.” Sergei, 


the Patriarch, eagerly responded. Over- 
night the war was transformed into a’ 
crusade. 


Stalin had stumbled on an 
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In his last article, Mr. Glasser dis- 
cussed the lessons that the Church 
in China has learned as a result of 
her experience of Communist dic- 
tatorship. The discussion is con- 
tinued in the present article. 








area of yulnerability. Official policy 
of the church states:. “The orthodox 
clergy and laity are utterly loyal to the 
Soviet power. We are Russians. Our 
religion is Russia’s national religion. 
Whoever touches Russia, touches the 
Russian Church and its faithful.”1 
Even today the Orthodox Church in the 
USSR is willing to further Soviet ag- 
gression. Her uncrucified nationalism 
has made this possible. 

In China the same oblique approach 
was used with devastating results. 
Chinese Christians naturally love their 
country. When the Communists stirred 
up the latent, elemental group loyalty 
of Chinese nationalism in their hearts, 
there was a strong response. Here was 
an area the Cross had not yet marked. 
Even as early as 1952 the state church 
could boast, “The loyalty of Christians 
and their zeal for their nation has been 
raised very high. They recognize that 
love for one’s country and love for the 
church are one and the same thing. 
Therefore all Christians fervently enter 
into all the efforts of the Oppose- 








There Is No Other 
By Ruth Gibbs Zwall 


O OTHER sun 
To light the day, 
No other Shepherd 
For the way. 


No other shield 

To guard the soul, 
No other name 

To make us whole. 


No other Helper 
When distressed, 

No other pillow 
But His breast. 


No other gate — 
To enter in, 
No other pardon 
For our sin. 


No other blood 
That we can plead— 
Thou, Lord, art ever 
All we need. 


America-Aid-Korea Movement.”2 Not 
Christ, but Caesar has triumphed! 


3. Pull of Conscience.—The Evangeli- 
cal movement in China largely reflected 
that segment of Protestantism in the 
homelands from which its missionaries 
had come. Its strengths and its weak- 
nesses were largely non-Chinese in or- 
igin. Among these was an incomplete 
understanding of the place of the 
Church in society. Kiang Wen-han, a 
Chinese church leader, exposed this 
weakness when he stated, “The Fun- 
damentalists escape existential prob- 
lems by separating so-called spiritual 
life from everyday practical life, with 
the result that in the tide of revolution 
they very easily become the tool of re- 
actionary forces.”3 While not every 
Chinese Christian would agree with him, 
many felt that as Christians they had 
been trained to ignore social problems 
while concentrating on evangelism. 
When the Communists came with their 
plans for putting every citizen to work 
in organizing society, they tended to 
be almost too responsive in reaction 
against their earlier lack of concern. 
Of course, this resulted in their com- 
mitting themselves far beyond what was 
actually required of them. They thus 
got beyond their depth too quickly. 
Their hearts went ahead of their heads. 
They lost their sense of Scriptural per- 
spective. This led to compromise and 
a weakening of their primary obliga- 
tion to witness to Jesus Christ. 

4. Pull of Pride—People the world 
over desire to be accepted and recog- 
nized as first-class citizens. Alas, Chris- 
tians are no exception to this rule. 
Under the regime of Chiang Kai-shek, 
Protestantism had position, power, and 
influence in Chinese society. The Chris- 
tian movement was respected: by 1949 
it had become almost the popular thing 
to attend church. Church leaders be- 
came accustomed to the approval of 
their fellow men. Then the Commu- 
nists came. The Church was fearful of 
persecution. The best hope was that 
it might be regarded as a neutral force 
in the new society. Imagine the sur- 
prise then that came to the Church 
when its leaders. were respectfully 
treated and frequently consulted by the 
Communist leaders. Christians were 
still regarded as first-class citizens! 
What relief this brought. All that the 
Bible says about heavenly citizenship, 
about the tension that should exist be- 
tween the Christian and the world, 
about the perils of the “pride of life” 
—all was brushed aside in the desire to 
maintain the apparent approval of the 
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Communists. As a result the Church 
lost its freedom to be the mouthpiece 
of God in the new society. It became 
uncritical and tolerant of atheistic 
power. The deceitfulness of pride 
proved the undoing of the people of 
God. 


5. Pull of Satan.—Nothing has caused 
friends of the Church in China more 
dismay and concern than the frighten- 
ing way in which it succumbed in such 
large measure to the pressure of the 
state to conduct “accusation meetings” 
among its own membership. In no as- 
pect of their total program for bending 
the Church to their will have the Com- 
munists shown more diabolical skill. 
Making parody of the exhortation of 
James 5:16 to confess one’s faults to 
one another, they succeeded in getting 
Christians to destroy one another by 
lies, slander, character assassination, 
and unimaginable abuse. Naturally, 
many noble souls refused to go along 
with this. And they suffered because 
of their love for their brethren. Some 
committed suicide rather than partici- 
pate in cleverly contrived public 
spectacles of Christians deliberately be- 
traying one another. But there were 
those who failed their brethren and their 
Lord in these meetings. How this could 
have happened in a Chinese society 
which for hundreds of years gloried in 
family loyalty, and in a living Church 
indwelt by the Holy Spirit, is a mystery 
that only eternity will reveal. Suffice 
it to say, there must have been some- 
thing defective in their understanding 
of the true nature of the Church as re- 
vealed in Scripture. Certainly, this 
failure led to a negative proclamation 
before the unsaved and a denial of the 
oneness of the Body of Christ which 
only the grace of God and the con- 
fession of His people can alter. But 
had the Church been better trained, 
would it have capitulated so badly? 
Many a heavy-hearted ex-China mis- 
sionary has asked himself this question 
in the depths of his own heart. 


III. EVANGELISTIC OUTREACH 

We were inadequately trained for a 
full-orbed witness. ~Fortunately, the 
picture of the Church in China is not 
one of unrelieved darkness. Many of 
God’s people have remained true to 
Christ. Although not a few have been 
imprisoned and broken, and many have 
gained a martyr’s crown, there is still 
a witnessing Church in China today. 
Christ is being preached, souls are be- 
ing saved, and God’s purpose for world- 
wide witness is being extended. But 
the Church now wishes that it had been 
better prepared to meet the heavy de- 
mands made on it. Reviewing its pre- 
Communist past, it sadly realizes that 
it was ‘insufficiently prepared in the 
following crucial areas. 

1. Personal Evangelism—Although re- 
cent governmental decrees forbid “cot- 
tage meetings,” gatherings in homes to 
“break bread,” and all religious activ- 
ities “outside the jurisdiction of the 
Three-Self Movement” (the _ state 
church), there has been no forbidding of 
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Sequel to a Miracle 


An unexpected dividend from a Times article 


HE February 11, 1961, issue of THE 

Sunpay Scuoot Times carried an 
article entitled, “He Trusted God, but 
Not the Doctor,” by Dr. William H. 
Good, a physician and surgeon of 
Toccoa, Georgia. In his story, Dr. Good 
gave a semifictionalized account of a 
surgeon’s experience with a patient who 
was in the most advanced stage of 
stomach cancer. Standard medical 
procedure notwithstanding, the surgeon 
performed an operation of extreme pro- 
portions. The patient survived surgery, 
recuperated, and went on to become a 
minister. 

A minister in Erie, Pa, read Dr. 
Good’s article in the Tmwes and recog- 
nized the account as his own experience. 
He was the patient upon whom the 
surgeon (Dr. Good) had operated. An 
exchange of letters resulted between 
these two men, and copies of the letters 
were forwarded to the Editor of the 
Tres. We believe the incident and 
the letters are a dramatic witness to 
the power and mercy of God, and to the 
faithfulness of His servants. With the 
permission of both men, the letters are 
reprinted only slightly edited. z 


Dear Dr. Good: 

After reading your article published 
in the current issue of The Sunday 
School Times, titled, “He Trusted God, 
But Not the Doctor,” I recalled many 
memories of that eventful fall of 1948. 
I have often thought of you and Drs. 
Singer and Henry and have intended 
writing you before, but I never seem 
to get at it. 

We are now living in northwestern 
Pennsylvania where we located ten 
years ago last fall. I am pastor of the 
Alliarice Church at Tidioute, Pa. I 
also work in a factory where they 
manufacture steel office furniture. I 
work on a fifty-ton press brake, and 
the ten years I have been with the 
company I have not lost one day’s 
work because of my health. I am 
still trusting God. 

Prior to my return to college I had 
been in a hospital in Erie, Pa., where 
I had two complete gastro-intestinal 
series of X-rays. Nothing showed that 
would indicate there was a malig- 
nancy. I believe this was the direc- 
tion of God rather than a deficiency 
on the part of the technologist, for 
two reasons: (1) My children would 
not return to school and leave me in 
the condition I was in. (2) At the 
college were scoffers who did not be- 
lieve in the manifest power of God, 
and thought His working of miracles 
ended when Christ returned to Glory. 
I believe God had you in mind to do 
this surgery that His name might be 
glorified, not only then, but in the 
years to follow, when many who were 
then at the school, preparing for His 
service, might be strengthened in the 
faith. 

When I recall the close presence of 
God through the hour of trial, I see 
no change I would have made if I 
had it to do over again. The only 
regret I have is the anxiety that I may 


have caused others. I firmly believe 
that God led step by step, and surely 
He made provision for every need. 

May I again express my sincere 
appreciation for your efficient help in 
my hour of need, and I trust God 
will continue to bless your ministry 
in this field. 

Sincerely, 
Rev. Froyp L. Martin 

P.S. Enclosing a snapshot taken at the 
rear of our home last fall. 





Dear Mr. Martin: 


Your splendid letter was an unex- 
pected and thrilling dividend from 
my story in The Sunday School 
Times. I don’t wonder that you rec- 
ognized yourself in the story, because 
I did have you in mind when I wrote 
it. Of course, I had to fictionalize 
because I had forgotten the details of 
the history of your trouble before you 
came into my hands, and I had lost 
track of you and did not know what 
the final chapter had been. Yet, as 
the story says, it was based on ex- 
perience. I find forever etched in 
my mind your miserable situation on 
that first night when your boy took 
me to your trailer, and the remark- 
able train of events that followed 
could never be forgotten. Now comes 
your letter and the picture fifteen 
years later, and they bring the great- 
est thrill any surgeon can experience. 

One evening, on a Pennsylvania 
hillside, I sat and dreamed a vision 
of the future and how I would use 
my medical skill. Although, until 
that -night, I had hated surgery and 
had no interest in it, the dream led 
me into five years of surgical training 
and my third college degree. Today 
I can say that every jot of that dream 
has already come true, and anything 
that happens from now on is that 
added measure, pressed down and 
flowing over. 

We have a record of success in 
treating the sick that is truly phenom- 
enal, and our mortality statistics are 
fantastic. It’s not me, because I 
couldn’t be that good. On many oc- 
casions I have had to tell patients to 
give the credit to the good Lord and 
live remembering that they were on 
borrowed time that He had given 
them. 

Just last month, we had a cancer 
symposium in our Clinic and the guest 
speaker was an eminent doctor, prob- 
ably the leading cancer specialist in 
this part of the country. We had 
some of our old patients for him to 
see. In the midst of one examination, 
he turned to the patient and said, “By 
the way, did you ever read in the 
Bible that story about Jesus and the 
loaves and little fishes?” She looked 
startled. “Of course I read it. Why? 
He said, “It was a miracle, wasn’t it?” 
“Of course it was.” 

He put his arm around her 
shoulders. “Well, remember that they 
still happen. I am awfully glad I met 
you.” 

Mr. Martin, you, too, are a miracle. 
Thirteen years ago on an autumn 
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THE KING JAMES VERSION 

Eccles. 1:12 I the Preacher was king over Israel in Jeru- 
salem. 

13 And I gave my heart to seek and search out by wis- 
dom concerning all things that are done under heaven: this 
sore travail hath God given to the sons of man to be exer- 
cised therewith. 

14 I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; 
and, behold, all is vanity and vexation of spirit. 


Chap. 3:1 To every thing there is a season, and a time to 
every purpose under the heaven: 

2 A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and 
a time to pluck up that which is planted; 

3 A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, 





International Uniform Lesson 





A SEARCH FOR LIFE’S MEANING 
Nehemiah 8 to 10; Ecclesiastes 1:12-18; 3:1-14; 5; printed text, Ecclesiastes 


1:12-14; 3:1-9 


Golden Text.—In the world ye shall have tribulation; but be of good cheer; 
I have overcome the world.—John 16:33 


4 A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, 
and a time to dance; 

5 A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones 
together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from em- 
bracing; 

6 A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a 
time to cast away; 

7 A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, 
and a time to speak; 

8 A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a 
time of peace. 

9 What profit hath he that worketh in that wherein he 
laboureth? 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 





and a time to build up; 


Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious a 


cation. 









































The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 
HE true significance of life’s best 
liés in our acceptance of God’s 
clearly marked path. The returned 
exiles from Babylon learned this, when, 


to the full authority of the Word of 
Jehovah, their God. This Word, com- 
manding their conscience and will, pro- 
duced repentance and fresh dedication 
of heart and life, and this, in turn, 
brought revival, renewal, and joy. 

On the other hand, Solomon was per- 
mitted to explore a path of his own 
choosing. Carving it out by himself, he 
found it to be thornier and more rugged 
the farther he went. The experiment 
was most disappointing, and the con- 
clusions arrived at spelled out emptiness 
and complete futility. The forfeit that 
he paid was disillusionment and bewil- 
derment. 

Life need not be a tantalizing riddle. 
It ought not be a complex puzzle. 
However, it will be such if we elbow 
God out of our reckoning and insist on 
mapping out our own destiny. Thus 
pride and self-confidence may bring us 
to ruin, and at the end of the road the 
anguished words of the hapless King 
Saul be wrung from our hearts, “I have 
played the fool, and have erred exceed- 
ingly” (1 Sam. 26:21). 


self-reliance and putting our heart’s 
trust in the Lord alone, we can become 
radiant Christians.. Ours then will be a 
life of victory. The sin question all set- 
tled, the past will no more haunt us. 
The present clouded world horizon will 
not unduly disturb us. The future will 
beckon us on with confidence, causing 
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in Jerusalem, they submissively bowed’ 


On the other hand, by renouncing all 


us to “rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God” (Rom. 5:2). 


Verse by Verse 

Eccles. 1:12—“I the Preacher was 
king over Israel in Jerusalem.” Though 
the king is not expressly named, there 
can be no reasonable doubt that Solo- 
mon is meant. Not only was he a mon- 
arch, however, but he was also a 
preacher, inasmuch as he was led of 
God to declare publicly his conclusions. 

Verse 13.—“And I gave my heart to 
seek and search out by wisdom con- 
cerning all things that are done under 
heaven: this sore travail hath God given 
to the sons of man to be exercised 
therewith.” This great man, therefore, 
applied himself with singleness of pur- 
pose to investigate every possible source 
of good for man on earth. No path 
would go untrodden; no effort would be 
withheld. Everything would be care- 
fully examined in order to insure the 
right answer. 

And men are so constituted that they 
must learn by experience. But they are 
soon made painfully aware that it is a 
vexatious adventure. 

Verse 14—“I have seen all the works 
that are done under the sun; and, be- 
hold, all is vanity and vexation of 
spirit.” The test is completed, and this 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“And the Lord shall guide thee 
continually, and satisfy thy soul in 
drought, and make fat thy bones: 
and thou shalt be like a watered 
garden, and like a spring of water, 
whose. waters fail not” (Isa. 58:11). 




















is the conclusion. What a tragic sum- 
mary of things! With all the results in, 
the answer is found in utter despair. 
Vanity is emptiness, and vexation of 
spirit is “a striving after wind” (see 
A.S.V.). 

Chap. 3:1.—“To every thing there is a 
season, and a time to every purpose un-~ 
der the heaven.” God has so providen- 
tially arranged human affairs that life 
itself is like the turning of a wheel: 
each event is as a spoke that comes and 
goes. Good follows evil, truth follows 
error, and so forth. This is not of man’s 
choosing, but rather of Heaven’s per- 
mission. 

Verse 2—“A time to be born, and a 
time to die; a time to plant, and a time 
to pluck up that which is planted.” 
This cycle has been likened to a sort of 
syllabus of human life. But life’s com- 
mencement and close are ordered by 
the sovereign God who also governs the 
seasons with their seedtime and harvest. 


Verse 3—“A time to kill, and a time 
to heal; a time to break down, and a 
time to build up.” Destruction and re- 
demption are also on life’s syllabus. 
This might be illustrated by Israel’s di- 
vinely ordered conquest of Canaan. 


Verse 4.—“A time to weep, and a time 
to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to 
dance.” Joy and grief are the mingled 
exercises that make up human experi- 
ence. 

Verse 5.—“A time to cast away stones, 
and a time to gather stones together; a 
time to embrace, and a time to refrain 
from embracing.” Casting stones on 
land indicated condemnation and re- 
jection (see 2 Kings 3:19, 25)), while the 
gathering of stones .cleared the land for 
cultivation. 

Verse 6.—“A .time to get, and a time 
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to lose; a time to keep, and a time to 
cast away.” Man’s commercial system 
involves the matter of both gain and 
loss, savings and charity. 

Verse 7.—“A time to rend, and a time 
to sew; a time to keep silence, and a 
time to speak.” Rending here probably 
refers to the tearing of the clothes that 
usually accompanied mourning. And 
while some situations call for speech 
and others for silence, the appropriate- 
ness of these situations demands con- 
siderable discernment. 

Verse 8—“A time to love, and a time 
to hate; a time of war, and a time of 
peace.” In a world where sin has 
marred and dislocated everything, hu- 
man emotions that should be beneficial 
are often released in such a way that 
they wreak havoc. The heart that can 
love can also hate. 

Of course, there are certain things 
that we should hate. 

Verse 9.—“What profit hath he that 
worketh in that wherein he laboureth?” 
Since all this seems to be a fixed pat- 
tern, and nothing can apparently alter 
this inexorable course of events, of what 
use is human skill? What is the use of 
dedicated effort, concentrated on a fixed 
objective? Circumstances quite beyond 
one’s control may well thwart our best 
intentions. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


When God made man He made a crea- 
ture that. was quite distinct from the 
animal. We know, of course, that both 
man and beast shared, and share, a dust 
body. But here the common element 
terminates. Man is much more than 
mere body. 

The Creator has implanted within the 
human creature a moral nature with its 
consciousness of moral values. He 
senses a difference between right and 
wrong. Moreover, he has a _ built-in 
sense of immortality. Despite his sinful 
depravity, he possesses a God-conscious- 
hess, and also an awareness that he is 
not a creature of time alone. 

His possession, therefore, of a moral 
and spiritual consciousness completely 
distinguishes him from the animal. 
Man cannot live by bread alone. Life 
is much more than that material philos- 
ophy that is content with the answers 
to the questions, “What shall we eat? 
or, What shall we drink? or, Where- 
withal shall we be clothed?” (Matt. 6: 
31.) 

Solomon makes a significant assertion 
when he states that God “hath set the 
world in their [i.e men’s] heart” 
(Eccles. 3:11). And more significant is 
the rendering of the American Stand- 
ard Version where the reading runs, “He 
hath set eternity in their heart.” This 
translation makes it clear that because 


of this, man cannot be satisfied with, 


material things, even though God has 
made everything beautiful in its time. 
No monotonous round of time changes, 
involving merely physical and temporal 
considerations, can really satisfy a crea- 
ture who was made for God and eter- 
nity. : 

Only God revealed in Christ can set 


Last Week’s Lesson 


9. May 28.—The Virtue of Self-Dis- 

cipline (Temperance). Genesis 

26:12-32; Proverbs 2; 7:1-5; 

14:29, 30; 16:32; 17:27; 20:1; 
28:19-21, 29-35 


Next Week’s Lesson 


11. June 11.—Two Views of Life. 
Ecclesiastes 1:12; 12; 2 Timothy 4:6-8 








the human heart at rest. It is still true 
that “he satisfieth the longing soul, and 
filleth the hungry soul with goodness” 
(Psa. 107:9). 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The revival through the Book (Neh. 
8) 

2. The repentance that brought separa- 
tion to the Lord (Neh. 9, 10) 

3. The report of Solomon on his quest 
for man’s highest good (Eccles. 
1: 12-18; 3: 1-14; 5) 

Topics for Development 

What Is the Purpose of Ecclesiastes? 
In many ways Ecclesiastes is the most 
mysterious book in the Bible. It has 
perplexed and challenged thousands of 
its readers, for, while on the one hand, 
it contains the reasoned conclusions of 
earth’s wisest man, Solomon, yet on the 
other, an atmosphere of terrible hope- 
lessness abounds everywhere. Life is 
both a burden and a groan. 

It is most significant that the wisest 
and greatest of kings should be per- 
mitted to record his conclusions, and 
that these should be preserved for us 
in the inspired Scriptures. Had some 
less prominent figure made such pro- 
nouncements, we might tend to ques- 
tion or qualify them. But these were 
deliberately made by one who had the 
best possible equipment, and who stood 
at the very summit of his greatness. 
Solomon had the full advantage of the 
highest of human wisdom and the most 
by way of earthly riches. 

Hence the apparatus for his planned 
experiments was the very best avail- 
able. 

Solomon’s quest was to ascertain, in 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


HAT brought about spiritual re- 
covery in the days of Nehemiah? 

2. Who wrote Ecclesiastes? 

3. Why was Ecclesiastes written? 

4. What qualifications did Solomon 
have with which to-investigate earth’s 
proffered pleasures? 

5. What was the limiting boundary 
of Solomon’s investigations? 

6. What was the conclusion of his 
experiences? 

7. How else may the phrase, “vex- 
ation of spirit,” be translated? 

8. According to Ecclesiastes, what 
has God placed in the heart of man? 

9. In what way has the Lord Jesus 
overcome the world? 

10. Where only can true satisfaction 
be found? 


(Answers on page 411) 


behalf of men, “the summum bonum”— 
the highest good {see chap. 2:3). To 
achieve this goal he experimented in 
every area, indulging his every desire 
and following his every inclination. 
Limited only by the things of time and 
sense, he investigated everything that 


“beckoned him “under the sun” (chap. 


1:3). Thus he drank at every earthly 
stream. 

What was the result? Listen: “All was 
vanity and vexation of spirit” or as the 
A.S.V. renders it, “a striving after wind” 
(chap. 2:11). Exactly seven times 


throughout this book does the author ~ 


use this term, thus emphasizing the ut- 
ter despair and failure of his experi- 
mentations. 

In his view of human affairs, “under 
the sun,” both beast and man—the horse 
and his rider—die and fill a common 
grave. Thus “a man hath no pre- 
eminence above a beast: for all is van- 
ity. All go unto one place; all are of the 
dust, and all turn to dust again” (chap. 
3:19, 20). Human achievement, there- 
fore, is relatively worthless. The be- 
liever in the full Christian revelation 
will, of course, immediately challenge 
this conclusion, for it is in obvious con- 
flict with the New Testament declara- 
tions concerning human immortality 
(Matt. 10:28; Matt. 22:31; John 5:28, 29). 
However, both viewpoints are true, for 
while one is the result of observation 
“under the sun,” the other—the Chris- 
tian—is a revelation from above the 
sun! 

Solomon was thus inspired of God to 
record his findings. These spell out 
failure and disappointment. 

Let us suppose that we are walking 
along a country road and come upon a 
fork. With no signs to guide us, we are 
perplexed as to which one we should 
take, when behold, we notice a man 
coming down one of these roads toward 
us. He is covered with mud; and hold- 
ing up his two hands, he warns us that 
there is a terrible bog at the end of it, 
and urges us to avoid that path. We 
would probably need little urging to 
take his counsel. 

That is the design of Ecclesiastes. 
It demonstrates the hopelessness of 
worldly indulgence, that we might 
avoid personal heartbreak. It thus pro- 
vides the necessary background for the 
Gospel remedy and its accompanying 
joyous satisfaction in Christ. 


Practical Applications 

Where are we finding our satisfac- 
tion today? Are we trying to rejoice in 
mere things? Are we seeking to quench 
our thirst at the muddy pools of earthly 
pleasure? If so, we will soon discover 
that these are “broken cisterns, that can 
hold no water” (Jer. 2:13). There are 
multitudes who follow the illusion that 
material possessions hold the key to 
true satisfaction. But it requires only 
the rude hand of death to enter that 
luxury-laden home and to snatch away 
some loved member from the family 
circle to completely demonstrate the 
emptiness of this dream. Expensive 
tapestries. and rugs, costly furnishings 
and automobiles, can never bind up 
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broken hearts. It is in such an hour 
that the anguished spirit cries out for 
some One to pour in the balm of true 
solace. 


The joys of earth can never fill 

The heart that’s tasted of Thy love; 
No portion would I seek until 

I reign with Thee, my Lord, above. 


When God permitted Solomon to sip 
at earth’s streams, and to then record 
his findings in Ecclesiastes, it was in 
order to save us from the necessity of 
similar experimenting with its resultant 
disillusionment. In contrast, therefore, 
with the old groan that “he that in- 
creaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow” 
(Eccles. 1:18), the new song of the 
Christian Gospel declares that both 
grace and peace are multiplied to us 
“through the knowledge of God, and of 
Jesus our Lord” (see 2 Pet. 1:2). 


Golden Text 


John 16:33.—“In the world ye shall 
have tribulation: but. be of good cheer; 
I have overcome the world.” Here is a 
word of both warning and cheer. From 
the hostile world the Christian must 
expect nothing but resistance and dif- 
ficulty, for this is exactly what it gave 
the Christian’s Lord. 

However, although it appeared that it 
had overcome the Son of God by ex- 
ecuting Him, yet by rising from the 
dead He had completely reversed this. 
The ‘overcome had’ proven to be the 
overcomer! We may, therefore, truly 
rejoice. 

NorTH PaLm BEACH, FLA. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 








SUGGESTED HyMNS 


“We Have Heard the Joyful Sound” 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 
“Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts’ 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Eternal 
God, our Heavenly Father, we rejoice in 
the heart-satisfying picture of Thyself 
we find in Jesus Christ, who taught men 
to see Thee in Him. We thank Thee, 
too, for Thy gift of eternal life to all 
who receive the Saviour. Help us 
through the tests of this life and let the 
hope of the better life with Thee sup- 
port us and all Thy people when we are 
in trouble. Bless this lesson to us, and 
help us to see how privileged we are to 
live in the light of the Gospel as 
against the dim light of nature and rea- 
son. Give us Thy help through this. 
week that we may serve Thee and help 
‘ people struggling in life’s stormy seas. 
Send revival to Thy Church and to our 
own hearts, O Father. Show mercy to 
the sick and afflicted. Spread the Gos- 
pel to all people and let Thy Kingdom 
come and Thy will be done on earth as 
in Heaven, for the sake and glory of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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After the Lesson.—Our lesson today is 
well entitled “A Search for Life’s 
Meaning.” But Solomon’s_ searching 
study of earthly life and activity left 
him exclaiming, “All is vanity and a 
striving after wind” (v. 14, A.S.V.). 
This is largely the view of the “beat- 
niks,” but there is this difference. The 
beatnik throws up his hands in defeat 
and drifts. But the Preacher in this 
old book is no defeatist. He is a 
thoughtful man, but also a God-fearing 














LET YOURS BE 
NOT LIFE UNDER THE SUN 
BUT RISEN WITH CHRIST 
man. His final counsel is “Fear God, 


and keep his commandments” (12:13). 
However, though he sees certain pleas- 
ure in man’s rightful use of his powers 
of body and mind, he still feels that in 
this world our toil and struggle -yield 
no enduring satisfaction. “All is van- 
ity,” he says. 

This is because his survey is limited 
to things “under the sun,” to things 
earthly. He knew nothing of the Good 
News we find in the New Testament. 
“The joyful news of sins forgiven, of 
peace with God and hope of Heaven” 
were unknown to him. But from the 
Gospel we know that this life is to be a 
school of preparation for a better life 
beyond, and that we can enter on that 
life and its joys here and now by turn- 
ing to the Saviour. The search for life’s 
meaning in things “under the sun” will 
yield nothing better to men today than 
this ancient preacher found. But turn 
to the New Testament and you are no 
longer “under the sun.” Christ and 
Heaven come into the picture and a 
“joy unspeakable and full of glory” (1 
Pet. 1:8) for those who open heart and 
life to Christ. No one need join the 
“beat generation” when, through Christ, 
we can become God’s children and heirs 
of the Kingdom He has prepared for 
them that love Him. 

Ocean Park, B. C., Can. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“I the Preacher was king over Israel 

. .” (Eccles. 1:12).—It is something for 
which we should sincerely thank God 
that He allowed the wisest and 
wealthiest king of history to take his 
heart, so to speak, to all the fountains 
of this world’s wisdom, activities, and 
pleasures, to seek the slaking of its 
thirst. And then, after his drinking 
deeply of all the streams flowing there- 
from, to inspire him to give to the 
world the record of his experience. 

When Ecclesiastes is being read, it 
must always be borne. in mind that Sol- 





from the New Testament, or Christian 
standpoint. The expression “under the 
sun” occurs 29 times in his report. And 
“under heaven”.twice. The earth is un- 
der the sun, and under Heaven. Solo- 
mon’s horizon is the earth, and nothing 
but the earth. .He does not mention a 
divine revelation regarding heavenly, 
spiritual, and eternal verities. 

To seek a genuinely satisfying portion 
in this world, while omitting all thought 
of things above the sun, is to arrive at 
the same conclusion as King Solomon: 
“All is vanity and vexation of spirit.” 

A poet attempted it, and said: 

I tried the broken cisterns, Lord, 
But, ah, the waters failed; 

B’en as I stooped to drink they fled, 
And mocked me as I wailed. 

“... behold, all is vanity and vexation 
of spirit” (Eccles. 1:14)—The word 
“vanity” is found 33 times in this book. 
According to Strong’s Concordance, it 
means, emptiness, transitory, unsatis- 
factory. “Vexation” occurs ten times 
and carries the significance of: feeding 
upon wind, or grasping after wind. 

There once stood at one end of a li- 
brary in Dublin a globe of the world, and 
at the other end a skeleton of a man. 
The visitors to that library were ex- 
pected-to do some thinking about these 
objects. Suppose the skeleton is to rep- 
resent Alexander, and all his conquests, 
what does it profit him now? Suppose 
it is the remains of a gold-clasping 


millionaire,.what will his millions profit © 


him now? 

Skeletons hold no scepters, wield no 
swords, use no pens, grasp no gold, 
court no favor, hear no praise. They 
cannot be endured in the palaces where 
once they reigned. 


“To every thing there is a season...” 
(Eccles. 3:1). —It is James who informs 
us that the tongue can set afire “the 
course of nature” (3:6). The word 
“course” has been variously translated 
as, circuit, orb, and round wheel. 

In our verse, King Solomon mentions 
the whole round of our existence, 
F. C. Jennings in his Old Groans and 
New Songs (Loizeaux Bros., N. Y.) says: 


“Chapter three may be paraphrased, I . 


think, somewhat in this way: ‘Yes, life 
itself emphasizes the truth that nothing 
is at one stay here;—all moves. There is 
naught abiding, like the winds and wa- 
ters that he has noted in chapter one; 
man’s life is but a wheel that turns: 
death follows birth, and all the experi- 
ences between are but ever varying 
shades of good and evil, evil and good.’ 
(Let us bear in mind this is not faith’s 
view, but simply that of human wis- 
dom.)” 


“.. a time to dance” (Eccles. 3:4).— 
A preacher once received the following 
anonymous note: “Sir—Obey the voice 
of Holy Scripture. Take the following 
for your text, and contradict it. Show 
in what consists the evil of that inno- 
cent amusement of dancing (Eccles. 3: 
4)—A True Christian But No Hypo- 
crite. 

‘The preacher replied with an “Open 
Letter,” in which he said: “Now to 
avoid mistakes on a point of such im- 
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portance, I have consulted every pas- 
sage in the Bible which speaks of 
dancing, and this is what I discovered: 
(1) That dancing was a religious act, 
both of true and also of idol worship. 
(2) That it was practiced exclusively on 
joyful occasions such as national festi- 
vals or great victories. (3) That it was 
performed by men or women; but not 
by both sexes at the same time. (4) 
That it was performed usually in the 
daytime, in the open air, fields or 
groves. (5) That men who perverted 
dancing from a sacred use to purposes 
of amusement were deemed infamous. 
(6) That there is no instance upon rec- 
ord of social dancing for amusement, 
except that of the ‘vain fellows,’ devoid 
of shame; of the irreligious families 
described by Job, which produced in- 
creased impiety, and ended in destruc- 
tion: and of Herodias, which terminated 
in the rash vow of Herod, and the mur- 
der of John the Baptist.” 

“I have overcome the world” (John 
16:33).—By His death for our sins, and 
His resurrection for our justification, 
the Lord Jesus has so overcome the 
world that all who confess Him as Lord 
and Saviour can set their affection on 
things above the earth, and rejoice in 
the prospect of being with and like Him 
forever! 

Wawona, CALIF. 





My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


S SOON as we have had the story 

“Stop Thief” from the book, The 
Wrong Road, we will learn No. 8 on the 
Scripture Catechism card, “Sin”: Ques- 
tion, “What will become of sinners?” 
Answer, “The wicked shall be turned 
into hell, and all the nations that forget 
God” (Psa. 9:17). 

Last Sunday we talked about Temper- 
ance. When my brother was in the 
army, he found many soldiers whose 
sole interest in life seemed to be to go 
out in the evening after they got their 
pay and “have a spree.” How tragic! 
One of these came to. the Saviour 
through the Christian group my brother 
Started among fellow soldiers. This 
gave him an Object worth living for! 
Later, he and another Christian were 
honored and decorated because they 
went out with stretchers, under enemy 
fire, to bring in the wounded men. 

Solomon, the wisest man who ever 
lived, tried many times to find some- 
thing worth living for, “under the sun.” 
Let us read a little in Ecclesiastes where 
he tells about it. Turn to chapter 1:12- 
18 to see the first thing he tried. He says 
he searched for heart satisfaction in 
knowledge. Being very rich, he had ac- 
cess to the world’s greatest libraries, 
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and to other great thinkers. Turn 
to 1 Kings 4:29-34 to see what great 
wisdom Solomon enjoyed. But these 
things did not satisfy. On the contrary, 
he found that when he increased his 
human knowledge, he only increased his 
sorrow. Education is valuable when it 
enables a person to serve the Lord more 
effectively, but the pursuit of knowl- 
edge for its own sake, is not worth the 
effort. 

Now read Ecclesiastes 3:1-9.. Here 
Solomon was trying to attain the pur- 
pose of life in accomplishments. He 
had the wealth and wisdom to accom- 
plish more than any man living today 
could possibly do. 1 Kings 9 tells that he 
built the walls of Jerusalem, and at 
least seven cities, besides his palace and 
the Temple. 2 Chronicles 9 tells of his 
building terraces and a great ivory 
throne overlaid with gold. The foot- 
stool of the throne was of gold, and on 
each side of the six steps leading up to 
it, he placed a gold lion. Both Solo- 
mon’s palace and the Temple probably 
had more gold in them than has ever 
been seen since. Solomon accomplished 
marvelous things, but when -he looked 
them over he said, “What profit hath he 
that worketh in that wherein he la- 
boureth?” 

There is wholesome pleasure in 
accomplishing something worthwhile. 
But accomplishing things for this life 
only is not satisfying. We must leave 
everything here when our life is done. 

Now read Ecclesiastes 5:10-15. Solo- 
mon tried to find happiness in gathering 
great possessions. He was more. suc- 
cessful at this than any other man who 
has lived before or since. 1 Kings 10: 
23 says that “Solomon exceeded all the 
kings of the earth for riches and for 
wisdom.” Each of his three hundred 
shields contained three pounds of gold, 
and all of his drinking vessels were of 
gold! 1 Kings 10:27 says that when he 
was king, he made silver as common in 
Jerusalem as stones! Did great riches 
satisfy his heart? No. He found out 
that no matter how much a person 
gains, he always wants more. The la- 
boring man can sleep better than the 
wealthy man. And all earthly riches 
must be left behind when the person 
who enjoys them is called out of this 
world. So amassing great possessions is 
not the key to happiness. 

The wealthy owner of a large business 
in Sweden had been a poor boy, who 
had had to herd cattle every day. One 
time he wished to get away for a few 
hours. He persuaded his sister to tend 
the cattle that day, promising that if 
she did, he would give her a coin to 
hold all day. As she had seen so little 
money, she agreed to this. Later her 
brother told this story to a Christian 
man, laughing at his sister’s simplicity. 
His friend did not laugh. Instead he 
said to him, “That is all you get. You 
hold your wealth to the end of life’s 
day, then you'll have to give it all up.” 
The startled look on the face of the 
wealthy man showed that he realized 
the truth of this for the first time. 

Today’s lesson was mostly on things 
not worth making the chief aim in our 


life. Next Sunday’s lesson will be on 
what is worth living for. But in case 
we are not here next Sunday, let me say 
emphatically that the real purpose of 
life-is for man “to glorify God and to 
enjoy him for ever.” This can only be 
done after we come to God for salva- 
-tion through Christ. Have you done 
this? 
FERNDALE, WASH. 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 409) 
1. The reading and the obeying of 
God’s Word. 
2. Solomon, the king. 
3. To demonstrate the emptiness of 
a life without God. 
4. Supreme earthly wisdom and 
wealth. 
5. He investigated things only “un- 
der the sun.” 
6. “All is vanity.” 
7. “A striving after wind” (Eccles. 
2:11, A'S.V.). 
8. “Eternity” (Eccles. 3:11, A.S.V.). 
9. By His rising victoriously from the 
dead. 
10. In the risen Lord Jesus Christ. 
NorTH PaLM BEACH, FLA. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1961 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Father’s Comfort—In the world ye 

shall have tribulation: but be of good 
cheer; I have overcome the world (John 
16:33, Golden Text).—Alexander Mc- 
Laren learned this truth when he ac- 
cepted his first job in Glasgow. Just 16 
was he and his home was six miles from 
the big city. Between home and the 
city there was a deep ravine, sup- 
posedly haunted—terrible things hap- 
pened there. He was afraid to go 
through there even in the daytime. On 
Monday morning his father walked with 
him to work and in parting said, “Alec, 
come home as fast as you can when you 
get off Saturday night.” Thinking of 
the deep ravine, McLaren replied, “Fa- 
ther, I will be awfully tired Saturday 
night. I will come home early Sunday 
morning.” The father was adamant. 
“No, Alec, you have never been away 
from, home before and these’ six days 
are going to seem like a year to me. 
Come home Saturday night.” All the 
week, Alec worried about the ravine. 
On Saturday night, frightened, he 
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To the one American in four who does not drink, we are 
pleased and proud to offer the Gold Star Total Abstainers Hos- 
pitalization Policy, which will pay you $100 a week in cash, from 
your first day in the hospital, and will continue paying as long as 
you are there, even for life! 


If you do not drink and are carrying ordinary hospitalization 
insurance, you are of course helping to pay for the accidents and 
hospital bills of those who do drink. Alcoholism is now our nation’s 
No. 3 health problem, ranking immediately behind heart disease 
and cancer! Those who drink have reduced resistance to infection 
and are naturally sick more often and sick longer than those who 
do not drink. Yet their insurance—UNTIL NOW—cost the same 
as yours. NOW with the Gold Star Plan, your rates are based on 
the SUPERIOR HEALTH RECORDS of Non-Drinkers! Why 
should you help pay for the hospitalization of those who ruin their 
health by drink? Gold Star rewards you instead of penalizing you 
for not drinking! 


Now, for the first time, you can get the newest and most modern 
type of hospitalization coverage at an unbelievably low rate because 
thé Gold Star Policy is offered only to non-drinkers. With this policy, 
you receive $100 a week in cash, from the first day and as long as 
you remain in the hospital! This money is paid you in cash to be 
used for rent, food, hospital or doctor bills—anything you wish. 
Your policy cannot be cancelled by the company no matter how 





Note! Gold Star fits in ideally with the Government Health Plan pro- 
posed for folks collecting Social Security! Yes, Gold Star was ed 
to go along perfectly with Blue Cross; with whatever other hospitaliza- 
tion you may already carry; or with any new Federal Government Plan. 

Of course, any Government Health Bill that may be passed will take 
up to two years to go into effect and will offer only partial coverage 
at best. But your Gold Star benefits are, and always will be, paid to 
you in full to be used as you see fit! 











Christian Leaders say — 


DR. HYMAN APPELMAN, International Evangelist: 
“God was gracious enough to use me to lead Arthur De 
Moss to the Lord Jesus Christ. I have known him inti- 
mately. He is 100% trustworthy. He knows insurance 
backwards and forwards. When he O.K.’s a thing like the 
Gold Star Total Abstainers’ Plan, it is to be taken at full 
face value. Without any sort.of reservation, I recommend 
it to everybody.” 








DR. WALTER L. WILSON, greatly-used conference 
speaker: 

“The program which has been initiated by my beloved 
friend, Arthur DeMoss, is a splendid one. He is a man 
of vision and integrity, and has undertaken a service which 
should prove to be a real blessing to large numbers of 
people. I am sure that the blessing of the Lord will be 
upon this effort, and I shall feel free to happily recom- 
mend it.” 


DR. THOMAS F. ZIMMERMAN, President of National 
Association of Evangelicals: 

“After carefully reviewing the favorable coverage and 
economical rate included in the Gold Star Hospi tion 
Program provided for total abstainers, I must say that I 
am tremendously impressed with this very fine program. It 
is to be most appreciated that those who take the position 
of total abstinence are now given an opportunity to reap 
a practical return as far as their own insurance rates “ 
conce: I congratulate the company for making avail- 
able insurance coverage of this type.” 


NO WAITING PERIODS! 


NO MEL 


long. you remain in the hospital or how often you are sick, 
the present low rate on your policy can never be raised simp 
because you get old, or have too many claims, but only in { 
event of a general rate adjustment up or down for all policyholde 


One out of every seven people will spend some time in ty 
hospital this year. Every day over 43,000 people enter the hospitz 
—32,000 of these for the first time! No one knows whose turn wil 
be next, whether yours or mine. But we do know that a fall 
the stairs in your home, or on the sidewalk, or some sudden illnes, 
or operation could put you in the hospital for weeks or month 
and could cost thousands of dollars. 


How would you pay for a long siege in the hospital with cost 
doctor bills, and expensive drugs and medicines? Many folks lo 
their car, savings, even their home, and are sunk hopelessly in dé 
for the rest of their lives. We surely hope this won’t happen to you 
but please don’t gamble! Remember, once the doctor tells you iti 
your turn to enter the hospital, it’s too late to buy coverage d 
any price. 


The Gold Star Plan Makes It Easy! 


With a Gold Star Total Abstainers Hospitalization Policy, you 
receive $100 per week in cash, as long as you remain in the hospital. If 
hospital stay is less than one week, you still collect at the rate of $14.2 
day. Even if you are already covered by another policy, the Gold Star 
will supplement that coverage, and will pay you directly, in addition to you 
present policy. 

This wonderful, generous protection costs o ay a month for each 
age 19 through 64, or $40 for twelve full moni For each child under } 
the rate is just $3 for a month’s peo And for each adult of age 
through 100, the premium is only gas 

And, remember, with Gold Star, the NO LIMIT Hospital Plan, there 
no limit on how long you can stay in the hospital, no limit on the number 
times you can collect (and the Company can never cancel your policy), 
no limit on age! 
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Money-Back Guarantee 


We'll mail your policy to your home. No salesman will 
call. In the privacy of your own home, read the policy over. 
Examine it carefully. Have it checked by your lawyer, your 
doctor, your Christian friends or some trusted advisor. 
Make sure it provides exactly what we’ve told you it does. 
Then, if for any reason whatsoever you are not fully satis- 
fied, just mail your policy back within ten days, and we'll 
cheerfully refund your entire premium by return mail, 
with no questions asked. So, you see, you have everything 
to gain and nothing to lose! 
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THIS PLAN OFFERED BY 


DE MOSS ASSOCIATES, INC. 
VALLEY FORGE, PENNA. 
AND AFFILIATES 










“Special Protection for Special People” 
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INON-DRINKERS!! 
Oi1T REDUCED RATES 


fol to readers of SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
DIKAMINATION! NO AGE LIMIT! NO SALESMEN! 












leh Read What a Blessing This ADDITIONAL BENEFITS 
ra Pays $2,000 cash for accidental death. 
| : ve 
v alaal Protection Has Geen to Others Pays $2,000.cash for loss of one hand, one foot, sight of one eye. 


1c in tay MT, Sineme C._Gabricleon, Rockton i aso 1 am very wen Pays $6,000 cash for loss of both eyes, or both hands, or both feet. | 


> hospits! Or out ish = you Reve ps gly eu 38 re ek Pays double the above amounts (up to $12,000) for specified travel 











































health examination nec- T unconditional - 
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essary, 
Only conditions not covered: 
Pregnancy; any act of pre-existing conditions; 
ome by. the ae ono of ee beverages or LAs 4 Every- 
else IS covered! 


FRE’S ALL YOU DO: ¥ 





| hereby certify that neither | nor any member above listed uses alcoholic beverages and 
| hereby apply for a policy based on the understanding that the policy applied for does 
not cover conditions originating prior to the date of insurance, and that the policy is 
issued solely and entirely in reliance upon the written answers to the foregoing questions. 


tae ID carry on.’ accidents! 
. Mr. J. Walter Daniels, Fredericktown, Ohio—“I received pay- | 
a ment for my claim and am well pleased with the service you / { 
- month— gave. When I took the policy I never thought I would need it 
paren. x, bo oan oe what will happen. It was my first oy { 
ith costly TO ASSURE YOUR PROTECTION 
olks low - ppy Cog thankful” for the an Ae handled vf lain wae 
y in deb brie check you mailed me. It was a blessing and will come in | APPLICATION FOR 168 0561 
<  -alimapligdendighent Gold Star Total Abstainers Hospitalization Policy 
I fart Pens, Vite, Citivas “iy dase Saat vo 
r your at aun ee m: By thy 
jerage Wh thi for the spent in the hospital in my recent iliness.” | My name is - 
Dorothea pute jer me New York—“The kind letter, also I Street or RD # 
| enclosed, brought cheer and encouragement. Accept my 
! beerty appreciation for prompt and most satisfactory pon the | City State 
on weal I Date of Birth: Month Day Year 
$14.2 James Potrude, Timpton, Michigan—“Thank you for the check | eit 
Star Baa hich helped me to pay off a loan due to my illness. This is a My occupation is 
fine and reasonable —< 1 aoa insurance for the ever increas- | : 
m tO YOUR ing cost of hospitaliza My beneficiary is 
rach : | 1 also hereby apply for coverage for the members of my family listed below: 
we CHECK THESE REMARKABLE FEATURES: | a 
a @ Guaranteed renewable. @ No age limit. 
(Only YOU can cancel) © Immedints coverage! Fell | 
Good benefits effect noon 
gap ~_" of the day your policy ts | 
~obgee No limit on the number of | 
@ Pays in addition to any ” Ges tm ae Oe 
a _— © Ret eeie saan ee | 
@ All benefits paid directly to hosp only a day OF | Have you or any member above listed been disabled by either accident or illness or have 
you in cash! pen Bp a or the had medical advice or treatment = have mae they been advised to have a sergical 
© Claim checks are sent ont © No fees or enroll. | eration in the last five years? eO NoC) 
Airmail Special Delivery! ment tees! | If so, give details stating cause, date, name and address of attending physician and whether 
@ No * fully recovered 
l 
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THE GOLD STAR PLAN 
is underwritten by the 
following leading com- 




















Fill out application at right. » your Siete of reer 
Enclose in an envelope with q “Guarntas Trust if 
your first payment. : "Chicago, IMlinois 
Mail to DeMoss Associates, 4 dimers spay. 
] Valley Forge, Pa. ) "TAeldant eGo 
TOU WILL RECEIVE YOUR GOLD STAR POLICY Baila on 








PPROWPTLY BY MAIL, NO SALESMAN WILL CALL. 
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Four Brooks Bible Conference Grounds 
Pipersville, Pa. 

(Operated by the Reformed Episcopal Church) 
Beautifully situated on 122 acres in Bucks County. 
One-hour ride from Phila. Brand new facilities. 
Grounds still ee for conferences this summer 
Aug. 6 to Sept. 1. Also fall and winter week ends. 


ACT NOW! 
Conference Director: information: 
Rev. Rob’t. Mcintyre Mr_ Thos. Frearson 
Four Brooks 7026 Greene St. 


Pipersville, R.D., Pa. 
Phone: 294-9269 


Philadelphia 19, Pa. 
Phone: VI 4-2517 











SIDNEY CORRELL TOU 


EUROPE AND BIBLE LANDS 


Last Call! 
Leaving August 2. 
REVISED: 38 Days $1,695 
Atlantic by plane or boat 


Box 8000 St. Petersburg 8, Florida 





SIBLE QUESTIONS 
ANSWERED 


By Dr. W. L. Pettingill 


Author's greatest book. Thousands 
in use. Scripture answers to hundreds 
of questions. 559 pages, only $4.00 
from your bookstore or 
Publishine Co 
Findlau.Qhio 
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STONY 
.| BROOK 
SCHOOL 


‘‘Character Before Career’’ 


Accredited college preparation 
for boys. Distinctive Christian 
training. Grades eight to college 
entrance. Boys from sixteen states 
and sixteen foreign countries. 
Full athletic program. 70-acre 
campus, accessible by ear or train. 
Fortieth year. 


For a catalogue, write the headmaster, 


Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein 
Box 30 Stony Brook, Long Island, N.Y. 











SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


@ You to know that Commies and Mos- 
lems win, Negroes, teaching that the 
Bible is the white man’s book to make 
Negroes subservient. 

ee More people to be deeply concerned 
about such anti-Christ teaching. 

eee That this CBI work of God needs 
workers, needs prayer helpers, needs 
support to more fully enter open doors 


for 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, INC. 
Box 11003 Station A Atlanta, Ga. 


Talmage Payne, Director 














PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


¥ WRITE FOR Fi'ee CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P. REDINGTON & CO. 





DEPT. 102, SCRANTON 2, PA. 
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packed his belongings and came to the 
edge of the ravine. Looking into the 
inky blackness, he could not move. 
Tears came. Then suddenly he heard 
footsteps. He started to run, but paused 
for the footsteps were familiar. Out of 
the darkness came the grandest man 
on earth. The voice said, “Alec, I came 
to meet you.” Alec reported, “Together 
we went into the valley and I was not 
afraid of anything that walked.”—From 
“Iron Shoes” by Dr. C. Roy Angell. 
Sent by J. B. Dengis, Hamilton, Ont., 
Can. Prize illustration. 


They Wouldn’t Listen.—This sore trav- 
ail hath God given to the sons of man 
to be exercised therewith (Eccles. 1:13). 
“They wouldn’t listen”’—so reads the 
Honolulu Advertiser of May 24th re- 
garding the wasted warnings about the 
tidal wave from the Chilean earth- 
quakes, which spread death and de- 
struction over Hawaii. The State and 
Civil Defense agencies turned in per- 
haps the finest piece of work in their 
history in alerting the islands against 
the tidal wave, yet at least thirty-two 
died at Hilo. Uncounted others ignored 
the repeated warnings by siren, police 
car, and radio. One man said, “We 
thought there would be another warn- 
ing close to midnight, so I dozed off, 
and the next thing I knew I was up in 
a mango tree.” Off Waikiki, foolhardy 
souls even dashed onto the exposed reef 
between waves to grab stranded fish. 
One Civil Defense official said, “It 
breaks my heart that people lost their 
lives or risked losing them because 
they ignored us.” God cannot save 
men against their wills. If they will 
not listen, they will not be saved. “Ye 
will not come to me, that ye might 
have life’ (John 5:40).—From_ the 
Prairie Overcomer. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


Ready.—I have seen all the works that 
are done under the sun; and, behold all 
is vanity and vexation of spirit (Eccles. 
1:14). As we look round, we are 
shocked; as we look within, we are 
conscious of ‘our sins and failure; but 
when we look up, we see the Lord 
Jesus Christ—the Victor. The army that 
wins the last battle wins the campaign. 
Our Lord has potentially won the last 
battle and now we await the fruits of 
His victory. Let us look up to Him for 
salvation and then keep looking up to 
Him for sanctification. It is by the con- 
tinued and maintained upward look, re- 
lying on Him to meet our every need, 
that we shall be kept ready for His 
coming.—From Lt.-General Sir Arthur 
Smith in “Ready.” Sent by Elisabeth 
Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Dress Wisely.—To every thing there 
is a season, and a time:to every pur- 
pose under the heaven (Eccles. 3:1). 
After breakfast the boy eagerly skipped 
out of the house to play, only to dis- 
cover that the amount of clothing he 
was wearing was not sufficient to pro- 
tect him against a sudden drop in tem- 
perature. “Daddy,” he asked, “why 
does God make it turn cold?” His 
mother and father alternated in an- 





swering as they tried to explain the 
value of having different seasons: fall, 


winter, spring, and summer. As they, 


concluded he said, “I guess I'll just have 
to dress for the weather.” There are 
“seasons of the soul” and changing spir- 
itual climates in which we live. As 
God’s children we are not immune to 
sudden drops of temperature, such as 
loneliness, misunderstanding, injury, 
sickness, and sorrow. Cherished friend- 
ships may be broken. Winds from the 
north bring clouds and dampness and 
chill. Knowing this, we can dress for 
the weather. We can put on the whole 
armor of God, that we may be able to 
stand in the evil day or the good day. 
Clad with truth and right and the Gos- 
pel of peace, we can carry the shield of 
faith and the sword of the Spirit—As 
told by the boy’s father. Sent by Mrs. 
A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


No Excess Weight.—A time to get, 
and a time to lose; a time to keep, and 
a time to cast away (Eccles. 3:6). 
Alexander the Great was marching on 
Persia, and it looked as if the great 
empire was about to crumble, as later 
it did, before his armies. There was a 
critical moment, however, that nearly 
resulted in disaster. The army had 
taken spoils of silver, gold, and other 
treasures in such quantities that the 
soldiers were literally weighed down 
with them. Alexander gathered all to- 
gether in one great pile and set fire 
to them. The soldiers were furious, but 
it was not long before they realized 
the wisdom of their leader. It was as 
if wings had been given to them— 
they walked lightly again. The cam- 
paign proceeded to victory. How many 
of God’s soldiers are weighted down 
and hindered in “the fight of faith.” 
There needs to be a bonfire in which 
these impediments and weights will be 
burned up.—From Prairie Overcomer. 
Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Weighty Words.—A time to keep si- 
lence, and a time to speak (Eccles. 3: 
7b). Said Dr. William Osler: “To know 
when to keep silent is one of the finest 
of arts. The atmosphere of life is 
darkened by the mourning... of men 
and women over the nonessentials, the 
trifles that are inevitably incident to 
the . .. day’s routine. Things cannot 
always go our way. Learn to accept 
in silence the minor aggravations, cul- 
tivate the gift of taciturnity and con- 
sume your own smoke with an extra 
draught of hard work, so that those 
about you may not be annoyed with 
the dust and soot of your complaints!” 
Oh, that it could be said of us what 
was said of an octogenarian: “The older 
he grew, the less he spoke and the 
more he said!”—From Bible Expositor 
and Illuminator. Sent by the Rev. W. 
P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


The Whole Message—What profit 
hath he that worketh in that wherein 
he laboureth? (Eccles. 3:9.) He was 
discouraged, depressed. At the mo- 
ment little seemed to be happening as 4 
result of his service for the Lord. Pass- 
ing through the corridor of a hotel he 
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May 20, 1961 (Lesson for June 4) 


saw a motto on a wall. It said some- 
thing about a “little candle.” “Yes,” he 
thought, “that is exactly what I am. 
Not even an ordinary light bulb—just 
a tiny candle, giving only the least 
glimmer of light. And what is that, 
amid all this darkness?” Continuing his 
gloomy reverie, he nearly missed the 
message of the motto. What did it 
say? “All the darkness in the world is 
not enough to put out the light of one 
little candle!” He was encouraged; he 
would continue to shine!—From Choice 
Gleanings Calendar. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


= 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


My Guidebook 
(Neh. 8:1-3; 9:6, 38) 
HEY learned the hard way—their 
country was conquered, their city 
was ruined, everybody of importance 
was carried off prisoner. Yes, they 
learned the hard way—you could not 
forget God and do just as you pleased. 
But now they were home again. “Bring 
the book of the law of Moses,” they 
said to Ezra the priest. He brought 











their Bible, and standing on a platform 
so the great crowds could see and hear, 
he unrolled it. The people all rose to 
their feet in respect for God’s Word. 
From daylight until noon Ezra read, 
and other men explained it in the 
common language. Everybody—men, 


women, children big enough to under- ~ 


stand—listened carefully. They must 
be sure this time to remembér how 
God wanted them to live so He could 
bless them with all His good promises, 
and they would not get into all the 
troubles sin had brought before. How 
the tears flowed as people saw their 
sins against God! But Ezra and the 
teachers told the people not to cry be- 
cause it was a holy day, instead to go 
have a feast and be happy and send 
food to those who had none. Why? 
God had forgiven them and now they 
were going to make a new start. Later 
there was a day of confession and 
prayer. Listen to a little of that long 
prayer (Neh. 9:6). Then they made a 
solemn promise to keep God’s laws and 
to support the worship of God. 

If I want to go by auto to A 
(name of a distant place), what do I use 
to find my way? (Show a.road map, 
and indicate the route you would fol- 
low.) How foolish I would be to take 
this road (indicate one in a different 
direction) even if it is an easier road 
with more attractive scenery! How 
foolish I would be just to ride around 
anywhere I liked, and then expect to 
end up at A ! How foolish I 









































would be to take this long trip and 
never once look at my road guidebook! 

Your mother buys a new washing 
machine, your father gets a new car, 
you have a new game given you. What 
comes with each? Directions! (Show 
such a booklet.) Would you throw it 
away without reading it? 

What is the most wonderful machine 
on earth? A person with body, mind, 
and spirit! What is the most important 
game in the world? The game of life! 
God made this wonderful machine, and 
put all the different things into the 
world to play this important game, and 
planned a glorious place to end up in. 
Did He give us directions or road map? 

The Bible is our guidebook! What 
important directions for the game of 
life have you learned from it lately? 
Are you following those directions? 
Score yourself! Are you being kind 
(showing mercy), or do you abuse and 
torment children or animals? Do you 
tell the truth? Do you trust in God? 
Do you obey your parents? Do you do 
your home tasks and your school work 
well? Did you keep your temper this 
week? Well then, by the rules, are you 
winning or losing the game? Will you 
have to learn the hard way by bad 
things happening to you? Will you end 
up at the close of life where you want to 
be? 

How fortunate you are to have a copy 
of the directions! You do not have to 
go to a distant city and ask someone to 
bring the Bible and read it to you, be- 
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cause it is the only one in the whole 
country and you cannot read. How 
fortunate you are to be young and go 
the right way from the beginning! 
Wise Solomon will have something in 
the Guidebook about that next time. 
Now let us learn the prayer his father 
may have taught him (Psa. 119:34, 
Memory Verse). 


Orono, MAINE. 





The Young People’s Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, June 4 


1. One God and Father 
(John 4:24) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

N A series of four topics, we are to 

consider “Foundation Facts” of the 
Christian faith. They include “One God 
and Father,” “One Lord and Christ,” 
“One Spirit and Guide,” and “One In- 
spired Book.” While we cannot, with 
finite minds and with the limits of time 
and space, and certainly therefore 
within the time allotted for meetings, 
comprehend all there is to know on 
these themes. We can and should reach 
a clear understanding of certain basic 
truths that have been revealed to us, 
and thus we may have sure ground for 
our Christian faith. 

ye 


The first three topics have to do with 
the three Persons of the Trinity—three 
Persons, yet one God, three Persons 
who are one in substance, in power, 
and attributes, but who differ in func- 
tion and relationship and office. Man’s 
knowledge about God has not come 
through his own searching, or thought, 
or investigation, but by revelation. Cre- 
ation; the written Word, the Bible; and 
the living Word, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
tell man all that he knows about God. 
Creation speaks of God’s power and 
majesty and might (Psa. 19:1-6; 147; 
148; Job 28). In the written Word and 
in the living Word we learn of God’s 
goodness and kindness and love. 


se 


It should be noted that the Bible 
does not argue the existence of God. 


It flatly states that God is (Gen. 1:1; 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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John 1:1), and from that point goes on 
to tell us what God has done for man 
in creation and loving provision, in 
direction and guidance, and in redemp- 
tion. While God’s love and longsuffer- 
ing and concern for man are fully 
presented, no apology is made for His 
unalienable right to man’s fullest obe- 
dience and worship and devotion, and 
of certain judgment for rebellion and 
failure. 


bd 


You will find it profitable, in develop- 
ing this topic about God the Father, to 
ask your members to bring their Bibles 
and to be prepared to read Scripture 
verses that show God’s various attri- 
butes. You may call for these verses 
from the platform, but, better still, you 
may assign them beforehand, perhaps 
assigning one attribute to a member 
and letting him read a number of the 
verses that reveal that particular at- 
tribute. All cannot be included in 
one meeting, but a number of the im- 
portant attributes that should be in- 
cluded are as follows: 


se 


God is eternal. He has always been 
and He will always be (Gen. 21:33; 
Deut. 32:40; 33:27; Psa. 9:7; 90:2; 93:2; 
102:12; 103:14-17; Isa. 41:4; 48:12; Jer. 
10:10; Dan. 4:3, 34; 6:26; 1 Tim. 6:15, 
16; 2 Pet. 3:8; Rev. 1:4, 8). 


we 


God is infinite. He cannot be limited 
in any of His attributes (1 Kings 8: 
27; Isa. 43:10). 

we 


God is unsearchable. He cannot be 
known except as He reveals Himself 
(Job 11:7-9; 26:14; 36:26; 37:23; Psa. 
77:19; 139:5, 6; 145:3; Isa. 40:28; Rom. 
11: 33, 34). 

, 4 


God is incomparable. There is none 
like Him except in the other members 
of the Trinity (Exod. 9:14; Deut. 33: 
26; 2 Sam. 7:22; Isa. 46:5, 9; Jer. 10:6; 
Matt. 19:17). 

ye 


God is omnipresent. He is present 
everywhere at the same time, but not 
in the sense of pantheism, a part of 
everything in the universe (1 Kings 8: 
27; 2 Chron. 2:6; Psa. 139:7-10; Isa. 66: 
1; Jer. 23:23, 24; Acts 7:48, 49; 17:27). 


se 


God is omnipotent. He has all power 
and might (Gen. 17:1; Exod. 6:3; Psa. 
115:3; 135:6; Matt. 19:26; Mark 10:27; 
Luke 1:37; 18:27; Eph. 3:20; Rev. 19: 
6). 

ye 


God is omniscient. He has all knowl- 
edge and understanding (Job 12:22; 24: 
1; 26:6; 34:21, 22; Psa. 33:13, 14; 139:11, 
12; 147:5; Prov. 15:3; Isa. 40:14; Dan. 
2:22; Acts 15:8; 1 John 3:20). 


se 


God is holy. For that reason He 
seeks to bring into holiness all who 
would fellowship with Him (Psa. 99: 











9; Isa. 5:16; Ezek. 36:21-23; 39:7, 25). 
bd 


God is just (Deut. 10:17; 32:4; Job 
36:5; 37:24; Isa. 45:21; Rom. 2:6, 11; 
Gal. 2:6; Eph. 6:8; Col. 3:25; 1 Pet. 1:17). 


God is good. He is perfect and right- 
eous in all His ways (1 Chron. 16:34; 
Psa. 25:8; 34:8; 52:1; 86:5; 118:29; 119: 
68; Matt. 5:45; Mark 10:18). 

we 


God is merciful (Exod. 34:6, 7); Deut. 
4:31; Psa. 86:5; 107:8; 116:5; 130:7; 145: 
8; Dan. 9:9). 

, 4 


God is longsuffering and patient 
(Exod. 34:6, 7; Num. 14:18; Mic. 7:1; 
Psa. 86:15; Rom. 2:4). 


God is forgiving, even to the point 
that His forgiveness cost Him the dear- 
est thing He had, His own Son (Exod. 
34:7; Num. 14:18; 2 Chron. 7:14; Psa. 
103:3; 130:4; Dan. 9:9; Matt. 6:14; Acts 
5:31; 13:38; 26:18; Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14; 
1 John 1:9). 

These are by no means all of the 
marvelous attributes of God and if you 
have the time and opportunity you might 
care to look up in your concordance 
such other attributes as unchange- 
able, irresistible, perfect, glorious, faith- 
ful, gracious, loving, compassionate, and 
the like. This meeting should not close 
without an earnest prayer time and 
thanksgiving, not so much for what God 
has done for us, as for what He is. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
ve 


Steps Into Blessing 
(Continued from page 403) 


calling in Christ Jesus. This is the will 
of God for us. 

There is a third consideration. It is 
that the will of God in this respect is 
only effective in my life by my un- 
questioned submission to Christ as Lord. 
You have probably noticed that the 
title “Lord” is applied to Jesus almost 
entirely after His resurrection. Con- 
sequently you get the low-level experi- 
ence of the earlier followers of Jesus, 
which may be summarized as “devoted 
but defeated.” They were men who 
sought to follow Christ, but in whose 
lives there was little victory, little con- 
quest over self, little identification with 
Christ in character and in spirit. But 
after the ascension of our Lord and the 
subsequent outpouring of His Holy 
Spirit, Christ became Lord to these 
men. The crucified Messiah became 
the crowned Master. And right through 
the epistles we find Him referred to as 
“Our Lord Jesus Christ.” Indeed, this 
is one of the main theses of the New 
Testament—that Jesus Christ is Lord. 
You remember what the Apostle Paul 
wrote: “To this end Christ both died, 
and rose ... that He might be Lord 
both of the dead and living” (Rom. 
14:9). 
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Let me point out here the essential 
difference between knowing Christ only 
as Saviour and knowing Him as Lord. 
When you first recognize Him as Sav- 
jour, you take from Him His proffered 
gifts. But when He becomes Lord of 
your life, there is a giving back to Him 
of the whole life. If He is not Lord of 
all, then He is not Lord at all, and you 
can never know the constraints of His 
control until that solemn act of self- 


‘dedication has taken place and you 


have handed yourself over to Him as 
one who is alive from the dead. 

If we recognize that God’s will for us 
is this life of holiness, and that it can 
only be experienced by submission to 
Him, then we must reckon in faith that 
when we do this: He comes and takes 
possession of our lives. “If any man hear 
my voice, and open the door, I will come 
in to him.” Not just a blessing, but the 
mighty, abiding blesser Himself. “I will 
come in to him, and I will assume the 
control,” says Christ. He will control 
your desire, your will, your purposes, 
your resolves, and your activity. Put 
the reins of government into the hands 
of Jesus Christ and you will find that 
increasingly you will do the thing that 
pleases Him, in grateful response to 
His every word of command. Oh, the 
possibilities of such a life! Oh, the 
power and influence of its testimony 
to the world round about you! There- 
fore, for your own sake, for the sake 
of the world, but above all for the sake 
of His great name, make Jesus Christ 
the controller, the king, and the Lord 
of your life. 


The Crisis in World Missions 
(Continued from page 407) 


personal work. No Communist state in 
the world has attempted to make per- 
sonal witnessing illegal. In fact, this is 
the chief means being used in Commu- 
nist countries today to proclaim Jesus 
Christ. A report (1954) from remote 
Inner Mongolia states, “It has been 
found very difficult to do anything but 
personal work, but there have been 
Some conversions among the nomads.” 
Alas, that the Church has had to realize 
that it was not very well trained for 
this type of outreach! The strategic 
importance of personal evangelism is 
becoming increasingly central in the 
thinking of mission strategists today the 
world over. The experience of the 
Chinese Church has served to demon- 
Strate this. Although not all Christians 
are gifted by God for this ministry, 
all can work with Him to the winning 
of others. 

2. Leadership Training—During the 
years preceding the Communist take- 
Over there were some excellent Chris- 
tian training schools functioning in 
China. Despite the upheavals of war 
they trained not a few for leadership 
in the Church. Some graduates formed 
indigenous missionary societies to take 
the Gospel to remote areas in West 
China and Central Asia. Others began 
to produce Christian literature. Look- 





ing back now, however, it is apparent 
that this was “too little too late.” In 
this field of training men for the pas- 
torate, for missions and for literature 
work, the Western missionary move- 
ment was often lacking in vision. Its 
policy of paternalism hindered the 
rapid development of a vigorous Church. 
Whereas the Chinese themselves were 
aware of the growing Communist men- 
ace, Westerners tended to dismiss if. 
They did not train church leaders to 
cope with the problems created by per- 
suasive Communist propaganda: They 
did not challenge any to produce a lit- 
erature that would deal with the 
problem. They trained men as they 
themselves had been trained, with little 
instruction as to the local church’s place 
in society. To illustrate: great tribal 
churches were led by men who were 
abysmally indifferent to the corruption 
around them—opium traffic, feudal slav- 
ery, rapacious landlords, social injustice 
—and this in areas where the Church 
represented a significant and sizable 
segment in the total society. In ‘the 
end God judged His people and drove 
out the foreigners who had reproduced 
in the minds of Chinese Christians their 
own incomplete understanding of the 
Church and its message to society. These 
are hard lessons, but they need to be 
pondered. Today Christians in China 
must participate in the reconstruction 
of society, and what a harsh, unchris- 
tian reconstruction it is! 

3. Priesthood of Believers—It is a 
Protestant and Biblical concept that all 
Christians are priests. All have direct 
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access to God the Father through the 
Son. All have been given spiritual gifts, 
to be exercised for the edification of 
the Body and the advancement of the 
Kingdom of God. However, some may 
be able to give their full time directly 
to the Lord’s service, while others may 
only be able to serve part-time. The 
Church dare not allow the false dichot- 
omy of clergy vs. laity to get out of 
hand. In a Communist society if the 
clergy have too much power or too 
much responsibility they. become ter- 
ribly exposed to Communist pressure. 
And the pressure can break them and 
destroy the church in toto. Lay Chris- 
tians can all too easily surrender their 
priesthood and become nonproductive, 
noncontributing members of their local 
churches. This is what took place in 
China. In retrospect Chinese Christians 
wish that they had been made more 
aware of personal responsibility to the 
local church, to strengthen its life and 
witness: every Christian a worker, 
every Christian a priest, every Chris- 
tian a functioning member of the Body. 


IV. CoNncLusion 

Presuming on Divine Grace. One 
dare not forget God and His providence 
in times such as these. Certainly, those 
who have been enabled by God to serve 
Him acceptably in the crisis in China 
today are those who have most pre- 
sumed on His grace and willingness to 
answer prayer. They have discovered 
that Communists are sinners too, in need 
of a Christian witness. They have dis- 
covered that Communists are never 
fully ‘consistent in the application of 
their own policies. They have discov- 
ered that words spoken in love can 
reach the most bigoted and needy and 
cause God’s purpose to go forward de- 
spite all that antichrist may do to hin- 
der. God will win in the crisis of our 
day. Christ will return. But only the 
venturesome and the men of faith will 
rise to the opportunity to make this 
the Church’s finest hour. The greatest 
lesson the Church in China has to share 
with us is that it is possible to do the 
will of God and serve Him acceptably 
in a Communist society. 

True, it may not be possible to serve 
God in the pattern to which we are 
accustomed here in the West, with free- 
dom of assembly, freedom of speech, 
and other freedoms so precious to us. 
But all of God’s commands for holy 
and righteous living and for evangelistic 
outreach are always practicable and 
workable, no matter what the pressures 
might be. Our Lord knew all about 
Communism when He inspired the writ- 
ing of the Holy Scriptures. He has not 
been caught off guard. And His word 
to His people in these dark days ever 
remains: 
their obedience they discover His faith- 
fulness. 

(To be continued) 





1 van Paassen, Pierre, Visions Rise and Change, 
pp. 153, 311, 314, The Dial Press, New York, 


2 Lyall, Come Wind, Come Weather, p. 22. 

8 Christianity and Marx-Leninism, p. 4, English 
translation by Mr. Frank L. Cooley, issionary 
Research Library, New York, 1952. 
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Our Father 
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sin?” asked Elizabeth. “Then why do 
we have to keep on praying to God to 
forgive us every day?” : 

“It is true that Jesus died in order 
that our sin might be forgiven, Eliza- 
beth,” returned Miss MacDonald, “and 
that when we receive Christ as Saviour 
He does forgive us our sin, and cleanse 
our hearts, and make us children of 
God. But more than that first forgive- 
ness is necessary. When a baby is first 
born, the nurse or the doctor carefully 
washes it all over. Every one of you 
were washed when. you were tiny, new- 
born babies. But does that mean that 
you never need to be bathed again?” 

The children laughed aloud at that 
idea. They knew how often they got 
dirty and needed to bathe and wash! 

“And it’s just the same with our sin,” 
smiled Miss MacDonald. “When we are 
born into God’s family, He washes us 
from sin. But as the days go by, there 
are more sins, and more sins, and more 
sins, and we need to be forgiven and 
cleansed from those sins, too. So Jesus 
teaches us to pray each day, ‘Forgive 
us our debts’—our sins, or, as we some- 
times say, our trespasses, which is an- 
other word for sins. I’d like you to 
look up a couple of verses in the first 
letter of John, chapter 1, verses 8 and 
9. Who will read them?” : 

Kathy found them first. 

“Tf we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us,’” she read. “‘If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.’ ” 

“Thank you, Kathy,” replied Miss 
MacDonald. “We all know that we have 
sinned—that we sin often. If we say 
that we don’t, we’re simply fooling our- 
selves. Every day we all do things that 
are displeasing to God. But He has 
said that if we confess our sins—tell 
Him about them, and say that we are 
sorry, and ask His help not to do these 
wrong things again, and then resist hard 
whenever the temptation to those sins 
comes again—if we confess our sins like 
this, He is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins; and more than that, He will 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
That means that He won’t hold our 
sins against us. He will forget all about 
them; or, as the Bible says, He will ‘re- 
member them no more.’ And it is for 
this great blessing that we are taught 
to pray to God every day.” 

“Why does Jesus say, ‘As we forgive 
our debtors’?” asked Bill. “What has 
that got to do with it? We don’t have 
any debtors, do we? I mean, some 
people do, but we kids don’t. Nobody 
owes us anything!” 

“Don’t they, Bill?” inquired Miss Mac- 
Donald. “Did you ever hear anyone 
say, ‘I owe him a grudge’? Or, ‘T’'ll get 
even with him’?” 

The children looked surprised. They 
nodded, but they weren’t at all sure 
what that had to do with the question. 

“If somebody owes you a grudge— 
wants to get even with you about some- 





’ 

thing,” continued Miss MacDonald, “you 
might quite truly say he is your debtor, 
Now, Jesus teaches us to pray, ‘Forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors,’ 
What do you think that that means as 
far as you and the chap who isn’t too 
kindly disposed toward you are con- 
cerned?” 

“I think it means that before we can 
really and truly ask God to forgive us 
our debts to Him, we must be willing 
to forgive other people for any mean- 
ness or wrong that they may have 
done to us,” said Virginia. 

“That is exactly what it means, Vir- 
ginia,” replied Miss MacDonald. “We 
simply cannot come to God in prayer, 
asking Him to forgive us our many, 
many sins toward Him, and in our 
hearts have a spirit of unforgiveness 
toward anyone else. If we have spite, 
or meanness, or anger, or unkindness in 
our hearts toward anyone, we, must not 
expect God to forgive us. Even if 
someone has wronged us very badly— 
told a real lie about us and got us into 
trouble we didn’t deserve, for instance 
—we must be willing to forgive him 
when we come to God to ask Him to 
forgive us.” We pray, ‘Forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors,’ and 
we must really mean it.” 

“Sometimes that’s pretty hard,” said 
Christopher. 

“I know, Chris,” replied Miss Mac- 
Donald. “But once again, the Lord 
Jesus isn’t asking us to do anything He 
didn’t do Himself first. Remember 
when He was being crucified, He prayed? 
Who remembers what He said?” 

“Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do,’” said Anne. 

“Do you think it was easy for Jesus 
to pray that about the people who were 
driving big spikes into His hands and 
feet, and nailing Him to a cross where 
He was to die in terrible agony?” 

The children shook their heads, 
soberly. 

“Has any of us ever had to forgive 
anyone for wronging us as badly as 
that?” 

The children shook their heads again. 

“Then do you think the Lord Jesus is 
asking too much when He asks us to 
forgive those who have done little 
wrongs to us?” 

“No-o,” said Rosemary, “but even so, 
it’s still hard to forgive people some- 
times.” 

“I know it is, Rosemary, and the 
Lord Jesus knows it, too. In fact, there’s 
only one way we can really do it. Do 
you know what that way is?” 

“Ask Jesus to help us,” replied Rose- 
mary. - 

“That’s it. If we find it.is hard to 
forgive someone, we must just ask the 
Lord Jesus to help us to forgive him; 
and the One who was able to forgive 
so wonderfully on the cross will help 
His children to forgive their little 
wrongs, too. Only we must ask Him, 
and then trust Him to help us do it— 
and then do it; not just sort of wish it 
would happen. We must help Him an- 
swer our prayer. 

“And of course there’s one more thing, 
so simple I hardly need say it. Suppose 
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we have had a little scrap with some- 
one, and we figure we'll get even with 
him in a certain way, and we have 
planned just what we'll do. Then it is 
time to go to bed, and we kneel down 
to say our prayers. Can we expect 
God to hear us, and to forgive us our 
sins when we pray, ‘And forgive us our 
debts’?” 

“No, we can’t” said Megan. “We 
aren’t intending to forgive our debtors, 
so we can’t expect God to forgive us 
our debts.” 

“Then what about this?” asked Miss 
MacDonald. “We have done something 
wrong, and we haven’t told Mother and 
Dad about it, and asked them to forgive 
us. Is there any use in asking God to 
forgive us for that sin?” 

“IT don’t think so,” said Bill. “We 
should confess to our parents first, and 
ask them to forgive us, and then ask 
God.” 

“David has a verse in Psalm 66:18 
about that,” replied Miss MacDonald. 
“I think it is one we should all learn 
by heart. Let’s look it up and read it 
together.” 

So the children leafed through their 
Bibles, and then read: “‘If I regard 
iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not 
hear me.’” 

“Tniquity’ is another “word for sin,” 
explained Miss MacDonald. “God says 
that if we regard, or hold, or keep any- 
thing wrong in our hearts—whether a 
grudge against someone or some wrong 
we should have confessed to Mother or 
someone else—if we regard iniquity in 
our hearts, the Lord will not hear our 
prayers. That is something we must 
all remember. If we are going to pray, 
‘forgive us our debts’—and we must, if 
we are God’s children—then we must 
also be willing to pray, and to pray 
from our hearts, ‘As we forgive our 
debtors.’ Only so can we expect to 
live in happy fellowship with God as 
members of His family.” 

“If I’ve done something wrong, and 
Daddy doesn’t know about it, I never 
feel like running to meet him when 
he comes home,” said Virginia. “It’s al- 
ways there in my mind, and I don’t 
want to be in his company the same as 
when everything’s all right.” 

“And that’s just the way it is with 
our Heavenly Father and His children,” 
said Miss MacDonald. “‘If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to for- 
give us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness’-—and we have that 
same loving, happy fellowship with Him 
that children have with their parents. 
But if we are not willing to forgive, 
and to be forgiven, there is a cloud be- 
tween us, and we can never be truly 
happy again until that sin is confessed 
and forgiven.” 

“I’m going to try harder to forgive 
people after this,” declared Debbie. “I 
want God to forgive me.” 

“Don’t forget to ask the Lord Jesus 
to help you, Debbie,” returned Miss 








Every heavy load that you are called 
to lift hides in itself some strange secret 
of strength—VJ. R. Miller. 
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MacDonald. “We can’t do these things 
alone, but with Him to help us, we 
can.” 


Our Father in Heaven, we thank Thee 
that Thou art willing to forgive us our 
many, many sins against Thee. We con- 
fess that we are unable to please Thee, 
even when we try our best; and we 
confess that we do not always even 
want to try to please Thee. We ask 
Thee to forgive us our sin against Thee, 
and our selfishness and meanness and 
wrongdoing, for Jesus’ sake; and we 
ask Thee to help us truly and with all 
our hearts to forgive others when they 
may have wronged us. Teach us to live 
in happy, holy fellowship with Thee at 
all times, and help us to be able to 
look up freely and joyfully into Thy 
face always, knowing that our sins are 
forgiven us for Jesus’ sake. .May we 
never regard any iniquity in our heart, 
to separate us from Thy presence. We 
ask this in Jesus’ precious name, Amen. 


(To be continued) 





This series of articles on ‘The Lord’s Pra ex” 
by E. Margaret Clarkson will be published in 
book form, in the summer of 1961, by Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich. 
poe to serialize them has been "granted 
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Sequel to a Miracle 
(Continued from page 407) 


night, I wouldn’t have given a plugged 
nickel for your life. Common sense 
told me you were hopeless. Some- 
thing else said to go on and operate 
on you. 

The day your letter came one of 
my more recent partners was standing 
in the office. I showed it to him. 
He said, “My word, you don’t mean 
ny story was a true one. It couldn’t 

a" 

So I had the secretary get out your 
old record and there it all was, just 
as I wrote it down from day to day 
with a photograph of your removed 
stomach, too. My partner went out 
shaking his head and muttering, “Re- 
markable, truly remarkable.” 

Thanks for writing, and if you are 
ever this way, please stop in. Drs. 
Singer and Henry send greetings. 

Sincerely, 
Wo. H. Goon, M.D. 
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A New Archaeological and 
Biblical Studies School 


SCHOOL of archaeological and 

Biblical studies is scheduled to be- 
gin the spring of 1962 in Jerusalem, 
Jordan. Sponsored by the Near East 
Archaeological Society, the school will 
be open to college and seminary stu- 
dents, ministers, teachers, and inter- 
ested laymen. Students may have their 
choice of three terms: spring, summer, 
or fall-winter, with classes in Biblical 


archaeology, Biblical history, geog- 
raphy, and related subjects. 
After visits in Pompeii, Italy, and 


Egypt, the students will be led on a 


two-week survey trip through the Near 
East by Dr. Joseph Free, executive di- 
rector of the school and director of 
archaeological studies at Wheaton Col- 
lege. The spring term of the school 
begins with a week’s field trip to the 
land of Moab and Mount Nebo, to Petra 
(the ancient center of the Biblical Edom- 
ites), and to the Gulf of Akaba and 
Solomon’s seaport. 

During the following weeks, classes 
will be held at the school headquarters 
in Jerusalem, with weekly field trips 
to the Biblical sites that are being stud- 
ied. Students will be given a period of 
experience at the annual spring archae- 
ological excavation at Dothan, 60 miles 
north of Jerusalem. 

Officers of the sponsoring society are 
Dr. Samuel Schultz, chairman of the 
department of Bible, Wheaton College; 
Dr. John Rae, professor of Bible and 
archaeology, Moody Bible Institute; and 
Dr. John Fadenrecht, dean of the fac- 
ulty, Wheaton College. Other board 
members are Dr. Howard Vos, professor 
of Bible and archaeology, Trinity Col- 
lege, Chicago; Dr. Clyde Kilby, chair- 
man of the department of English, 
Wheaton College; Professor Robert 
Cooley, professor of Bible and archae- 
ology, Central Bible Institute, Spring- 
field, Mo. 

Headquarters of the Near East School 
of Archaeology and Biblical Studies are 
on the Mount of Olives, overlooking 
the walled city of old Biblical Jeru- 
salem. Information may be obtained 
from Dr. Joseph Free, Wheaton College, 
Wheaton, Il. 
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Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 















Veritas and the Virgin, or Jesus the 
Son of God and the Children of Joseph 
and Mary. By W. Grayson Birch. 
(Berne Witness Co., Inc., Berne, Ind., 
$4.50.) “Joseph and Mary lived a nor- 
mal married life together, after the 
birth of Jesus, and had children of their 
own.” This thesis the author establishes 
from Scripture and then sets it over 
against the Romish view of Mary’s per- 
petual virginity. The arguments from 
Scripture are. based on word studies 
and analysis of the references to:-Mary 
in the New Testament, as well as col- 
lateral appeal to some Old Testament 
texts. The historical arguments are well 
documented, but they lack the depth 
and breadth of similar discussions by 
Mayor and Lightfoot, to cite just two. 
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Nevertheless the book should serve a 
useful purpose today in recording in 
simple, readable fashion an important 
facet of the Protestant witness. 


The Gospel Miracles. By Ronald S. 
Wallace. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.50.) The au- 
thor, minister of Lothian Road Church 
(of Scotland), Edinburgh, is already 
known to American readers through 
his two volumes on Calvin’s doctrine. 
This latest book is an exposition of ap- 
proximately two-thirds of the miracles 
of Christ—messages that were origi- 
nally preached as sermons. Everywhere 
the author attempts to make the mes- 
sage relevant to the situations in which 
his parishioners might find themselves. 
For instance, the fever in the healing 
of Peter’s mother-in-law is used to rep- 
resent what Christ can do in the 
ordinary circumstances of life. The au- 
thor’s emphasis in the miracle of the 
raising of the widow of Nain’s son is 
not on the Resurrection but on the res- 
toration to fellowship and Christ’s abil- 
ity to restore broken relationships. 
Christ’s walking on the water shows 
the power of His Word (and interest- 
ingly the author omits any reference 
to Peter’s walking on the water). Al- 
though there are many helpful insights 
in this book that will undoubtedly help 
the preacher who may be preparing 
messages on the miracles, any such in- 
sights gained will have to be placed in 
a more pointedly fundamental frame- 
work of theology. 


RECORD REVIEW 


The Bible Stories Record Library. A 
dramatization of 16 Bible stories on 8 
LP records. (Library of Sound Edu- 
cation, 124 E. 40th St. New York 16; 
special price, $26.50.) Record (1) Noah 
and the Ark; Story of Joseph. (2) 
Moses: Egypt; Promised Land. (3) 
Battle of Jericho; Samson. (4) Story 
of Ruth; David and King Saul. (5) 
David and Goliath; Solomon. (6) 
Statue of Gold; Daniel in the Lion’s 


Den. (7) Birth of Christ; Good Sa- 
maritan. (8) Prodigal Son; Last Sup- 
per. 


Bible story books have long been an 
important means of acquainting chil- 
dren with the historical incidents of 
the Scriptures. Now we have high 
fidelity records that accomplish the 
same purpose effectively. 

The. Library of Sound Education is 
distributing a series of 16 Bible stories 
on high quality recordings. These 
records are dramatizations. This is im- 
portant to understand. Few Bible ac- 
counts are of sufficient detail to make 
good dramatic readings without a cer- 
tain amount of embellishment. All of 
these stories have therefore consider- 
able content that is entirely the product 
of some script writer’s imagination. 


The teacher, parent, or adult listener - 


should be fully aware of this. As 
an introduction to the various Bible 
accounts, these records are ideal. The 
wise parent or teacher using them with 
children will go to the Bible after 
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presenting the recording, developing 
spiritual truths according to his under- 
standing. 

Children are fascinated by these rec- 
ords. For this reason they can be a 
valuable tool in the Sunday school, the 
daily vacation Bible school, and the 
home. Where it might be difficult to 
hold the attention of a child for a 
Bible reading, listening to a recording, 
followed up by Bible study and ex- 
planation, will give him a basic Bible 
knowledge that might otherwise be un- 
attainable. 

As might be expected of profession- 
ally produced materials, these stories 
occasionally miss the spiritual impli- 
cations. The point of the Lord’s Supper 
is missed. The Promised Land account 
fails to show that Moses was denied 
entry into the land as a punishment. 
But the stories of the Bible are always 
treated reverently and as true accounts, 
not fables. 

The Bible Stories Record Library can 
furnish the teacher or parent. with an 
effective means of leading children and 
young people into the deeper truths of 
the Word of God. The set is returnable 
within 10 days. 
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Daily Bible Rootes on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


May 29 to June 4 


Mon.—Ecclesiastes 1:1-11. 
Vanity of Vanities. 
The key phrase of this book is “under 
the sun” (vv. 3, 9). It “is the book of 
man ‘under the sun,’ reasoning about 
life . . .” (Scofield). These verses ex- 
press, first, Solomon’s, then man’s dis- 
gust with the dreary routine of life 
without Christ. Some have committed 
suicide because of it, even some very 
wealthy men. But all nature is edged 
with gold.when we realize that Christ 
made it all and when we know Him as 
Saviour (Col. 1:16). 


Tues.—Ecclesiastes 3:1-11. 
A Time for Every Matter. 
There are fourteen antitheses, or con- 
trasts, here. Life is made easier when’ 
we realize there is a time for all good 
things, and when we keep them in their 
place. When it is time to work, it is 
better not to be thinking about skiing, 
ice skating, basketball, baseball, tennis, 
canoeing, swimming, or trout fishing. 
Then, these only distract the mind, 
though they are right in their place. It 
is true that no man alone can find out 
God’s work, but he can through the 

Bible. 

Wed.—Ecclesiastes 5:1-12. 
God Is in Heaven. 
When we go to church we ought to 
listen and learn, rather than criticize. 
“Of the unspoken word thou art the 
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master; of the spoken word thou art no 
more the master; of the written word 
thou art the slave.” You are bound to 
see things in life that will trouble you 
(v. 8), but remember that God is stil] 
on the throne and does what is right. 
Money does not satisfy, only Christ can 
really satisfy the heart. Christ said, 
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest” (Matt. 11:28). 
Thurs.—Ecclesiastes 5:18 to 6:8. 
The Power To Enjoy Wealth. 
To understand Solomon’s writings you 
must think about them. Here is a re- 
minder that our life comes from God, 


’ as the Psalmist said, “My times are in 


thy hand” (Psa. 31:15); and Daniel said 
to Belshazzar, “The God in whose hand 
thy breath is” (Dan. 5:23). We can most 
enjoy the good things of life when we 
realize that God has given them to us, . 
Wealth without God leaves the heart 
empty. What Nehemiah described is 
better than material wealth: “For the 
joy of the Lord is your strength” (Neh. 
8:10). 
Fri.—Ecclesiastes 7:1-10. A Good Name, 
If you put Christ alongside these 
texts, He will take out the gloom. “The - 
name of the Lord is a strong tower: the 
righteous runneth into it, and is safe” 
(Prov. 18:10). Verses 2-4: “Blessed 
are they that mourn: for they shall be 
comforted” (Matt. 5:4). Verse 5: “Yea, 
all of you be subject one to another, and 
be clothed with humility” (1 Pet. 5:5). 
And, combining verses 1 and 8 today, 
remembér that, for a believer, “to de- — 
part, and to be with Christ . . . is far 
better” (Phil. 1:23). 
Sat.—Psalm 8:1-9. “What Is Man?” 
The name of the Lord signifies au- 
thority and power. When King Asa of 
Judah was beset by a large enemy host, 
he prayed, “Help us, O Lord our God; 
for we rest on thee, and in thy name we 
go against this multitude” (2 Chron. 
14:11). And Asa beat the Ethiopians. 
Take time to look at the stars and 
moon, and remember that God made 
them and keeps them in place, and 
think how small we are. Yet God loves 
us, and sent His Son to die for us. 


Sun.—Psalm 42:1-11. 
Thirst for the Living God. 
When the writer was a _ schoolboy, 
teachers would sometimes read this 
beautiful Psalm. He was puzzled by ~ 
the word “hart,” thinking it was spelled 
“heart.” But it means a kind of deer. 
The picture is of one being hunted and 
made thirsty by running in the heat. 
Our souls ought to thirst to know God 
better, as a thirsty deer longs to find a 
clear, cold brook. It is right to talk to - 
yourself as the psalmist does in verses 5 
and 11. This Psalm is for times of trou- 
ble, and there is much hope in verse 8. 


Meditate much on the love of God, 
and you will find Christian love for 
others has been begotten in your own 
heart.—Arthur Petrie. 
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